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Ezek. xxxili. 11. 


Say unto them, as I live, ſaith the Lord God, I have 
1 in the death of the wicked ; but that the 
. wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye 
From your evil ways ; for why will ye die, O houſe 
. of Vrael? | | | 1 
15 has been the wonder of many, to read in the, 
1 holy ſcripture, how few will be faved: and 
| that the (greateſt part even of thoſe that are called, 
ft, ill be ſhut out of heaven, and tormented with the 
' devils in eternal fire. Infidels believe not this, and 
therefore muſt feel it, Thoſe that do believe it, are 
forced ta cry out with St. Paul, Rom. xi. 93, O the 
depth of the riches, both of the wiſdom and knowledge 
God ! How unſearchable-are his judgments, and hir 
ways paſt finding out ! But nature itſelf teaches us all 
to lay the blame of evil works upon the doers; and 
therefore when we ſee any heinous thing committed, 
a principle of juſtice provokes us to enquire after 
bim that did it. If we {aw a man killed, and cut in 
af pieces by the way, we ſhould preſently aſk, O who 
did this crueldeed? It a town were ſet on fire, you 
would aſk, What wicked wretch did this ? So when We 
read thatthe molt will be fire-brands of hell for ever, 
we mult needs think with ourſelves, How comes 
this to paſs? Who is it that is ſo cruel as to be the 
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. Cauſe of ſuch a thing as this? And we can meet 
with few that will own the guilt, It is indeed | 
confeſt by all, that Satan is the cauſe ; but that re- 
ſolves not the doubt, becaule he is not the princi- | 
pal cauſe, He does not force men to fin, , but 
tempt them to it, and leaves it to their own wills, 
whether they will do it or not. It lies therefore 
between God himſelf and the finner ; one of them 
mult be the principal cauſe of all this miſery; for 
there is no other to caſt it upon: and God diſclaims 

| it: he will not take it upon bim. And the wicked 
diſclaim it uſually, and they will not take it 7 

them. And this is the controverſy which is here 


r — 


if they ſhould lay, if we muſt die, how can we 
help it? As if it were not their fault, but God's, 


[4 Fj - Carried on in my text, ; | 

Y The Lord complains of - the people; and the 
1 people think it is the fault of God. They ſay, 
n ver. 10, I our tranſgreſtons and our fins be upon us, 
F | and we pine away in them, how fall we then live? As 


But God, in my text, clears himſelf of it, and tells 
them how they may help it if they will, and per- 
* Juades them to uſe the means; and if they will not 
be perſuaded, he lets them know that it is their 

own fault; and if this will not ſatisfy them, he 
will not therefore forbear to puniſh them. It is 
he that will be the Judge; and he will judge them 
- according to their ways; they are no judges of him 
or of themſelves, as wanting authority, and wiſdom, 
and impartiality : nor is it the cavilling with God, 
that ſhall ſerve their turn, or ſave them from the 
execution of Juſtice. . 2 
The words of this verſe contain, 1. God's 
11 clearing of himſelf from the blame of their de- 
1 ſtruction. This he does not by diſowning his law, 

; that the wicked ſhall die, nor by diſowning his exe- 

- Cution according to that law, or giving them any 

| -  - hope that the law ſhall not be executed; but by 

| | profeſling that it is not their death that he takes 

| pleaſure in, but their returning rather, that they 

| may live: and this he confirms to them by his 


oath, 


— 


n meet 


indeed 
hat re- 
princi- 


n b ut a 
wills, 
refore 


f them 
7; for 
clatms 
icked 

upon 
s here 


A Call to the Unconverted: & 


oath, 2. An expreſs exhortafion to the wicked to 
return; wherein God does not.only command, but 

rſuade, and condeſcend alſo to reaſon the caſe 
with them. Why will they die? The direct end 
of this exhortation is, That they may turn and live, 
The ſecondary ends, upon ſuppoſition that this is 
not attained, are theſe two. Firſt, to convince 
them, that iy is not the fault of God if they be mi- 
ſerable. - Secondly, to convince. them from their 
manifeſt wilfulneſs in rejecting all his commands 
and perſuaſions, that it is their own fault; and they 
die, even becauſe they will dic, 


The ſubſtance of the text lies in theſe obſerva- 


tions following: * 

Doct. 1. It is the unchangeable law of God, that 
wicked men muſt turn or die. 3 
Dot. 2. It is the promiſe of God, that the 
wicked ſhall live, if they will turn, Ws PH 
© Dot, 3. God takes pleaſure in men's converſion 
and ſalvation, but not in their death or damnation : 


he had rather they would return and live, than go 


on and die. 


Doct. 4. This is a moſt certain truth, which be- 
cauſe God would, not have men to queſtion, he 
has confirmed to them ſolemnly by his oath. 
Doct. 3. The Lord redoubles his commands and 
perſuahons to the wicked to turn. 1 
Doct. 6, The Lord condeſcends to reafon the 


caſe with them, and aſks the wicked, why they 
will die. 


Do ct. 7. If after all this the wicked will not 
| A it is not the fault of God that they periſh, 


But of themſelves; their own wilfulneſs is the 
cauſe of their damnation ; they therefore die, bee 
cauſe they will die. | 3 r 
Having laid the text open before your eyes in 
thele plain propoſitions, i ſhall next ſpeak ſome- 
what of each of chem in order, though very 
Oo . 
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Vr 
a d 1 is the unchangeable Law of Cod, . that wicked 
L | | | men muſt turn or die. | 2 
ö 4 If you will believe God, believe this: chere is 
| | | but one of thele two ways for every wicked man, 


— 


either Converſion or Damnation. 1 know, the 
| wicked will hardly be perſuaded either of the 
truth or equity of this. No wonder if the guilty - 
| arrel with the law. Few men are apt to believe 
that, which they would not have to be trye; and 
| fewer Would have that to be true, which they ap- 
| 1, qo to be againſt them, But it is not quarrel 
ö ing with the law, or with the Judge, that will ſave 
the male factor. Believing and regarding the law 
might have prevented his death: but denying and 
accuſing it, will but haſten it. If it were not ſo, 
an hundred would bring their reafons againſt the 
law, for one that would bring his reaſon. to the 
law: and men would rather chooſe to give their 
reaſons why they ſhould not be puniſhed, than to 
I hear the commands and reaſons of their Governors 
Which require them to obey. The law was not made 
tor you to judge, but that you might be ruled, and 
LARS is en 
| But if there be any fo blind as to queſtion either 
juſtice'of the law of God, I ſhall 


4 CEO 2 "fi. 8 2 r M 


R 


the truth, or the 3 "© lav 

briefly give you evidencegt both. 
And firſt, If you doubt whether this be the 
word of God or not, beſides 'an hundred other 
texts, you may be ſatisfied by thefe few, Matt, xvii 
2 Verily I ſay unto you, except ye be converted, and 

become as little children, ye cannot enter into the king- 

| dom of heaven, John .1ii. 3, Verily, verily, I Ja 
| unto thee, except a man be born again, he cannot 7S 45 
* te kingdom of God. 2 Cor. v. 17, 1f any man be in 

1 ; Chrift, he is a new creature: old things are paſſed away; 
8 behold, all things are become new. Heb. xii. 14, 


11 Without holineſs no man hall fee God. Rom. viii. 8, 
| | 97 They that are in the fleſh, cannot pleaſe God. Now 
5 if any man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of | 
3 
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his. Pſal. ix. 17, The wicked ſhall be turned. into 
hell, and all the nations that forget God, Plal. xi. 5, 
The Lord loveth the righteous, but the wicked his foul 
hateth, 


I need not add any more of that multitude which 


| ſpeak the like: if thou be a man that beheveſt the 


word of God, here is already enough to ſatisfy, 
thee, that the wicked muſt be converted or con- 
demned. You muſt either confeſs that this is true, 
or ſay plainly, you will not believe the word of 

od. And if once you be come to that 2 tis 
likely you will not be long out of hell. But if you tell 
God plainly you will not believe him, blame him 
not if he never warn you more: for to what pur- 
pou ſhould he warn you, if you will not believe 

im? Should he ſend an angel from heaven to you, 
It ſeems you would not believe. For an angel can, 
ſpeak but the word of God: and if an angel ſhould, 
bring you any other goſpel, you are not to receive 
it, but to hold him accurſed. And ſurely there is 
no angel to be believed before the Son of God, 
who came from the Father to bring us this doc- 
trine. And if you ſtand on theſe terms with God, 
I ſhall leave you till he deal with you in a more 
convincing way, God has a voice that will make 
you hear. Though he zutreat you to hear the 
voice of his goſpel, he Sill make you hear the 
voice of his condemaing ſentence, We cannot 
make you believe againſt your wills; but God will 


make you feel againſt your wills. 


But why will you not believe this word of God, 
which tells us that the wicked muſt be Converted, 
or Condemned It is becauſe you judge it unlikel 
that God ſhould be ſo unmerciful; you think it 
cruelty to damn men everlaſtingly for fo. ſmall a 
thing as a finful life, And this leads us to the 
ſecond thing, which is, to juſtify the equity of, 
God in his laws and judgments. 


- 


And firſt, I think you will not deny that it is 


moſt ſuitable to an immortal ſoul, to be ruled by 


laws 
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laws which promiſe an immortal reward, and 
threaten an endleſs puniſhment. Otherwiſe the 
law would not be ſuited to the nature of the ſub- 
ject, who will not be fully ruled by any lower 
means, than. the hopes or fears of everlaſting 
things: as it is in the caſe of temporal puniſhment, 
if a law were now made that the 'moſt heinous 
crimes ſhould be puniſhed with a hundred years 
captivity, this might be of ſome efficacy, it being 
equal to our lives, But if there had been no other 
penalties before the flood, when men lived eight 
or nine hundred years, it would not have been 
ſufficient, becauſe men would know, that they 
might have ſo many hundred years impunity after- 
wards, So it is in our preſenbcaſe. | 
2, When you find in the word of God that / it 
is, and ſo it will be, do you think yourſelves fit to 
contraditt this word? Will you call your Maker 
to the bar; and examine his word? Will you fit 
upon him, and judge him by the law of your con- 
ceits? Are you wiſer and better than he? Muſt 
the God of heaven come to ſchool to you to learn 
wiſdom? Muſt infinite Wiſdom learn of folly ? 
Muſt the Almighty ſtand at the bar of a worm ?, O 
horrid arrogancy of ſenſeleſs duſt! Shall every 
mole, or clod, or dunghil, accuſe the ſun of dark 
neſs, and undertake to illuminate the world ? 
Where were you when the Almighty made the 
laws, that he did not call you to his counſel : ſurely 
he made them before you were born, without de- 
firing your adviſe; and you came into the world too 
late to reverſe them; if you could have done ſo 
reat a work, you ſhould have ſlept out of no- 
thing, and have contradicted Chriſt when he wag 
on earth, or Moſes before him, or have ſaved 
Adam and his ſinful progeny from the threatene 
death, that fo there might have been no need of 
Chriſt. 8 | E 7 
3. If fin be ſuch an evil that it requires the 
Death of Chriſt for its expiation, no wonder if it 
deſerve our everlaſting miſery, | 
Wr =” 4. And ' 
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4. And methinks you ſhould perceive, that it is 
not poſſible for the beſt of men, much leſs for the 
wicked, to be competent judges of the deſert of fin, 


Alas, we are all both blind and partial, You can 
never know fully the deſert of fin, till you fully 
+ know. the evil of ſin: and you can never fully 
know the evil of fin, till you fully know the ex- 
> cellency of the ſoul which it deforms: no, nor 
till you know the infinite excellency, almighti- 
7 neſs, and holineſs of that God, againſt whom it is 
committed. When you fully know theſe, you 
* ſhall fully know the deſert of fin. You know that 
the offender is too partial to judge the law, or the 
7 proceeding of his Judge. by anc; 


5. Can you think that unholy ſouls are fit for 


' heaven ? Alas, they cannot love God here, nor do 
him any ſervice which he can accept. They are 
2 contrary to God, they loath that which he moſt 
loves; and love that which he abhors: they are 


incapable of that imperſe& communion with him, 
which his ſaints here partake of, How then can 
they live in that moſt perfect love of him, and full 
delight, and communion with him, which is the 


1 bleſſedneſs of heaven! a 


1 


I Beſeech you now all that love your fouls, that 
inſtead of quarrelling with God and his word, 
you will preſently ſtoop to it, and uſe it for your 
good, You mult ere long be converted or condemned; 
there is no other way, but turn or die, When 
God, who cannot lie, has told you this, when you 
hear it from the Maker and Judge of the world; 
it is time for him that has ears, to hear. By this 
time you may ſee what you have to truſt to, You 
are but dead and damned men, except you will be 
converted, Should I tell you otherwiſe, I ſhould 
deceive you with a lie, Should I hide this from 
ou, I ſhould; undo you, and be guilty of your 
lood, You ſee then, though this be a rough, un- 

ps RY welcome 
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welcome doctrine, it is ſuch as we muſt preach, 
and you muſt hear. It is eaſier to hear of hell, 
than feel it. Hell would not be fo full, if people 
were but willing to know their caſe, and to hear 
and think of it. The reaſon why fo few eſcape it, 
is, becauſe they ſtrive not to enter in at the ſtrait 
gate of 'Converſion, and to go the narrow way of 
Holineſs, while they have time: and they ſtrive 
Not, becauſe they are not awakened to a hvely 
feeling of the danger that they are in; and they 
are not awakened, becauſe they are loth to hear, or 
think of it; and that is partly through fooliſh ten- 
derneſs, and carnal ſelf. love; and partly, becauſe 
they do not well believe the word that threatens 
it. If you will not thoroughly believe this truth, 
methinks the weight of it ſhould force you to re- 
member: it; and it ſhould follow you, and 8 you 
no reſt, till you were converted. If you had but 
once heard this word, by the voice of an angel 
Non muſt be converted or condemned: turn or die: 
mould it not faſten on your mind, and haunt you 
night and day ? fo that in your — 4 would 
remember it; as if the voice were fill in your ear 
turn or die ! O happy were your fouls, if it migh 
thus work upon you, and never be forgotten, or 
let you alone till it have driven home your hearts 
to God, But if you will caſt it out by forgetful- 
neſs, or unbelief, how can it work to your con- 
verſion and ſalvation ? But take this with you to 
your ſorrow, though you may put it out of your 
minds, you cannot put it out of the Bible: but 
there it will ſtand as a ſealed truth which you thall 
experimentally know for ever, that there is no 
other way but turn or die. x | 
O what is the reaſon then that the hearts of ſin- 
ners are not pierced with ſuch a weighty truth, 
Believe it, this drowſy, careleſs temper will not laſt 
long, Converſion and condemnation are both of 
them awakening things; and one of them 'will 
make you feel ere long. I can foretel it as truly, 
as if 1 ſaw it with my eyes, that either * vr 
ney = e 
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hell will ſhortly bring theſe matters to the quick, 


and make you lay, What have I done? Hat a 


fooliſi wicked courſe have I taken ? The ſcornful and 


the ſtupid ſtate of finners will laſt but a little 
while. As ſoon as they either turn or die, the 
preſumptuous dream will be at an end; and then 
their wits and feelings will return, 


But there are two things which are like to har- 
den the unconverted, except they can be taken 
out of the way; and that is the miſunderſtanding 
of thoſe two words, THE WICKED and TURN, 
Some think it is true, the wicked mult turn or 
die: but what is that to me? I am not wicked tho? 
Jam a finner, as all men are. Others think, 7 ix 
true that we muſt turn from our evil ways ; but I am 
turned long ago. And thus, while wicked men 
think they are not wicked, but are already con- 
verted, we loſe all our labour in 838 them 
to turn, 1 ſhall therefore, before po any farther, 
tell you, who are meant by the wicked, and who 


they are that muſt turn, or die; and alſo what is 


* 


meant by turning; and who they are that are truly 
converted. 


You may obſerve, no man is a wicked man that 


is converted; and no man is a converted man that. 
is wicked; ſo that to be a wicked man, and to be 
an unconverted man, is all one, And therefore in 


opening one, we ſhall open both, | 

Before I can tell you what either wickedneſ 
or converſion is; I muſt go to the bottom, a 
fetch up the matter from the beginning, 


" 


It pleaſed the great Creator of the world, to make 


three ſorts of living creatures; Angels he, made 
pure ſpirits without fleſh, and therefore he made 
them only for heaven, and not to dwell on earth. 
Brutes were made fleſh; and therefore they were 
made only for earth, and not for heaven. Man is 


of a middle nature, between both; as partaking of 


both fleſh and ſpirit: and therefore he was made 
both for heaven and earth. But as his fleſh is 


» 
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made to be but a ſervant to his ſpirit, ſo is he made 
for earth but as his way to heaven; and not that 
earth ſhould be his home, or happineſs. The 
bleſſed ſtate which man was made for, was to be- 
hold the glorious Majeſty of the Lord, and to 
' Praiſe him among his holy angels; and to love him, 
[ and be filled with his love for ever. And as this 
was the end which man was made for, ſo God 
gave him means fitted to attain it, Theſe means, 
were principally two, Firſt, the right inclination 
and diſpoſition of the mind of man. Secondly, 
the right ordering of his life and practice. For the- 
| firſt, God ſuited the diſpoſition of man to his end; 
giving him ſuch knowledge of God as was fit for 
is preſent ſtate, and a heart inclined to God in 
holy love. But yet he did not confirm him in this 
condition ; but, having made him a free agent, be 
left him in the hands of his own free-will. For 
the ſecond, God did that which belonged to him; 
that is, he gave man a perfect law, requiring him 
to continue in the love of God, and perfectly to 
obey him. By the wilful breach of this law, man 
did not only forfeit his hopes. of everlaſting life, 
but alſo turned his heart from God, and fixed it on 
| theſe lower things; and hereby blotted out the 
ſpiritual image of God from his ſoul, So that man 
did both fall ſhort of the glory of God which was 
his end, and put himſelf out of the way by which, 
he ſhould have attained it; and this both as to the 
N frame of his heart, and of his life. The holy in- 
clination of his ſoul to God, he loſt: and inſtead of 
1 it, he contracted an inclination to the pleaſing 
of his fleſh by earthly things! growing ſtrange 
to God, and acquainted with the creature : and 
1 the courſe of his life was ſuited to the inclination 
# of his heart; he lived to his own will and not to 
God: he ſought the creature for the pleaſing of 
. mis fleſh, inſtead of ſeeking to pleaſe the Lord, 
| With this nature, or corrupt inclination, we are all 
3 now born into the world; for, who can bring a clean 
thing, out of an unclean ? Job xiv. 4. As a — 
8 8 as 
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has a fierce and cruel nature, before he does de- 
vour: and as an adder has a venemous nature, 
before ſhe ſtings; ſo in our very infancy we have 
thoſe finful natures, or inclinations, before we 
think, or ſpeak, or do amiſs. And hence ſprings 
all the ſin of our lives. And not only ſo, but 
when God has, of his mercy, provided us a remedy, 
even the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to be the Saviour of 
our ſouls, and bring us back to God, we naturally 
love our preſent ſtate, and are loth to be brought 
out of it, and therefore are ſet againſt the means of 
our recovery: and though cuſtom has taught us to 
thank Chriſt for his good-will, yet we refuſe his 
remedies, and deſire to be excuſed, when we are 
commanded to take the medicines which he offers, 
and are called to forſake all, and follow him to 
God and glory. 

In theſe few words you have a true deſcription 
of our natural ſtate; and conſequently of a wicked 
man, For every man that is in this ſtate of core 
rupted nature, is a wicked man, and in a ſtate of 
death, | 

By this you may underſtand what it is to be 
converted to which end you muſt further know, 
that the mercy of God, not willing that man ſhould 
2 in his ſin, provided a remedy by cauſing his 

on to take our nature upon him, and being in one 
perſon, God and man, to become a Mediator be- 
tween God and man; and by dying for our ſins on 
the croſs, to ranſom us from the curſe of God, and 
the power of the devil : and having thus redeemed 
us, the Father has delivered us into his hands, as 
his own, Hereupon the Father and the Mediator 
make a new law and covenant for man: not like 
the firſt, which gave life to none but the perſectly 
obedient, and condemned man for every fin : but 
Chriſt has made a law of grace, or a promiſe of 
pardon and everlaſting life to all that by true re- 
pentance, and by faith in Chriſt, are. converted 
unto God, Like an act of oblivion, which is made 
by a prince, to a company of rebels, on condition 
KY B they 
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they will lay down their arms, and come in, and 
be loyal ſubjeRs for the time to come. | 

But, becauſe the Lord knows that the heart of 
man is grown ſo wicked, that men will not accept 
of the remedy, if they be left to themſelves, there- 
fore the Holy Ghoſt has undertaken it as his office 
to inſpire the Apoſtles, and ſeal the ſcripture by 
.miracles; and to illuminate and convert the ſouls 
of men. 

So that you ſee, as there are three perſons in the 
Trinity, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt ; 
ſo each of theſe perſons. have their ſeveral works, 
which are eminently afcribed to them. 

The. Father's works. were, to create us, to rule 
us, as his rational creatures, by the law of nature; 
and judge us thereby; and in mercy to provide us 
a Redeemer when we were loſt; and to ſend. his 
Son, and accept his ranſom," 

The works of the Son, for us, were theſe: to 
ranſom, and redeem us by his ſufferings and righ- 
teouſneſs; to give out the promiſe or law of grace; 
and rule and judge the world as their Redeemer, 
on terms of grace, and to make interceſſion for us, 

that the benefits of his death may be communi- 
cated, and to {end the Holy Ghoſt, which the Fa- 
ther alſo does by the Son. 
The works of the Holy Ghoſt, for us, are theſe: 
to indite the holy ſcriptures, by inſpiring and guid- 
ing the prophets and apoſtles; and ſealing the word, 
by his miraculous gifts, and works: and the illu- 
minating, and exciting the ordinary miniſters of 
the goſpel; and ſo enabling them, and helping 
them to publiſh that word: and by the ſame word, 
illuminating, and converting the ſouls of men. So 
that as you could not have been reaſonable creatures, 
if the Father had not created you; nor have had 
any acceſs to God, if the Son had not redeemed you: 
ſo neither can you be ſaved, except the Holy Ghoſt 
do ſanQtify you. . 
So you may ſee the ſeveral cauſes of this work. 
The Father ſends: the Son; the Son redeems ow 
an 
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and makes the promiſe of grace : the Holy Ghoſt 
indites, and ſeals this goſpel : the Apoſtles are the 
Secretaries of the Spirit to write it: the Preachers 
of the goſpel proclaim it, and perſuade men to open 
it: and the Holy Ghoſt makes their preaching ef- 
ſectual, by opening the hearts of men to entertain 
it, And all this to repair the image of God upon 
the ſoul; and to ſet the heart upon God again, and 
take it off the creature, to which it is revolted; and 
ſo to turn the current of the life into a heavenly 
courſe, which before was earthly ; and all this by 
the entertainment of Chriſt, by faith, who is the 


phyſician of the foul, 


By this you may lee what it is to be wicked, and 
what it is to be converted, Which I think will be 
yet plainer, if I deſcribe them as confiſting of their 
ſeveral parts; and for the firſt, a wicked man may 
be known by theſe three things, 

Firſt, He 1s one who places his chief content on 
earth, and loves the creature more than God ;. and 
His fleſhly proſperity above the heavenly felicity : 
he ſavours the things of the fleſh, but neither diſ- 
cerns, nor favours'the things of the Spirit : though 
he will ſay, that heaven is better than earth, yet 
does he not really ſo eſteem it. If he might be 
ſure of earth, he would let go heaven; and had 
rather ſtay here, than be removed thither, A life 
of perfect holineſs, in the ſight of God, and in his 
love, and praiſes for ever in heaven, do not find 
ſuch liking with his heart, as a life of health, and 
wealth, and honour upon earth. And though he 
falſely profeſs that he loves God above all, yet in- 
deed he never felt the power of divine love, but 
his mind is more ſet on the world, or fleſhly plea- 
ſures, than on God. In a word, whoever loves 
earth above heaven, and fleſhly proſperity more 
than God, is awicked eb man. 

On the other fide, a converted man is enlightened 
to diſcern the lovelineſs of God: and ſo believes 
the glory that 1s to be had with God, that his heart 
is ſet more upon it, than _ any thing in this 2 
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He had rather ſee the face of God, and live in his 


everlaſting love, than have all the wealth or plea- 
ſure of the world. He ſees that all things elſe are 
vanity ; and nothing but God can fill the ſoul : and 
thereſore, let the world go which way it will, he 
lays up his treaſures and hopes in heaven; and for 
that he is reſolved to let go all. As the fire mounts 
upward, and the needle that is touched with the 
load-ſtone turns to the North: ſo, the converted 


foul is inclined to God. Nothing elſe can ſatisfy 


him ; nor can he find any content and reſt but in 
his love. In a word, all that are converted, eſ- 
teem and love God better than all the world; and 
the heavenly felicity is dearer to them, than their 


fleſhly proſperity, 


Secondly, A wicked man is one that makes it the 
principal bufineſs of his life, to proſper in the world, 
and attain his fleſhly ends. And though he may 
read and hear, and do much in the outward duties 
of religion, and forbear diſgraceful fins; yet this 
is but by the by, and he never, makes it the buſi- 


| neſs of his life, to pleaſe God, and attain everlaſt- 
ing glory, He puts off God with the leavings'of 


the world; and gives him no more ſervice, than 


| the fleſh can ſpare, 


On the contrary, a converted man is one that 


makes it the principal __ of his life, to pleaſe 


God, and to be ſaved ; and takes all the bleſſings of 
this life, but as accommodations in his journey 
towards another life, and uſes the creature in ſubor- 


dination to God: he loves a holy life, and longs to 


be more holy; he has no fin, but what he hates; 
and longs, and prays, and ſtrives to be rid of, The 
bent of his life is for God: and if he fin, it is con- 
trary to the bent of his heart and life, and there- 
fore he riſes again, and laments it, and dare not 
wilfully live in any known fin. There is nothing 


in this world ſo dear to him, but he can give it up 


to God, and forſake it for the hopes of glory. 
Thirdly, The foul of a wicked man did never 
truly diſcern, and reliſh the myſtery of redemption, 
nor 
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nor thankfully entertain an offered Saviour, nor is 
he taken up with the love of the Redeemer, nor 
willing to be ruled by him, that he _ be ſaved 
from the guilt and power of his ſins, and recovered 
unto God: but his heart is inſenſible of this un- 
ſpeakable benefit, and is quite againſt the healing 
means, by which he ſhould be recovered, He 
never reſigns up his ſoul to Chriſt, and to the mo- 
tions and conduct of his word and ſpirit. : 
On the contrary, the converted ſoul having felt 
himſelf undone by fin ; and perceiving that he has 
loſt his peace with God, and hopes of heaven, and 
is in danger of everlaſting miſery, does thankfully 
entertain the tidings of redemption ; and believing 
in the Lord Jeſus as his only Saviour, reſigns u 
himſelf to him for Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sancti- 


fication, and Redemption. He takes Chriſt as the 


life of his ſoul, and lives by him, and uſes him as 
a ſalve for every ſore, admiring the wiſdom and 
love of God in this wanderful work of man's re- 
demption. In a word, Chriſt does even dwell in 
his heart by faith, and the life which he now lives 
is by Faith of the Son of God, who has loved him, 
and given himſelf for him. Yea, it is not ſo much 
he that lives, as Chriſt in him, 


You ſee now, who are the wicked, and who 
are the converted, Ignorant people think, that 
if a man be no ſweater, or curſer, or railer, or 
drunkard, or fornicator, or extortioner, nor wrong 
any bady in his dealings, and if he go to church, 
and ſay his prayers, he cannot be a wicked man. 
Or if a man who has been guilty of drunkenneſs, 
fwearing, or the like vices, do but forbear them, 
they think that this is a converted man, Others 
think, if a man who has been an enemy and 
ſcorner of religion, do but approve it, and join 
himſelf with good men, and be hated for it by the 
wicked, this muſt needs be a converted man. And 
{ome are ſo fooliſh as to 2 they are 3 
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by taking up ſome new opinion; or by falling into 
ſome party, as Anabaptiſts, 2 Papiſts, or 
ſuch like. And ſome tbink, if they have but been 
affrighted by the fears of hell, and thereupon have 
purpoſed, and promiſed amendment, and taken u 
a life of civil behaviour, and outward religion, this 
muſt needs be true converſion. And thele are the 
poor deluded ſouls that are like to lole the benefit 
of all our perſuaſions: and when they hear that 
the wicked muſt turn or die, they think that this is 
not ſpoken to them; for they ate not wicked, but 
are turned already, And therefore it is that Chriſt 
told ſome of the Rulers of the Jews, who were more 
moral and civil than the common people, that pub- 
licans and harlots go into the kingdom of God before 
them, Matt, xxi. 31. Not that a harlot or groſs 
ſinner can be ſaved without converſion ; but be- 
cauſe it was eaſier to make theſe groſs ſinners per- 
ceive their ſin and the neceſſity of a change, | 
O Sirs, converſion is another kind of work, than 
moſt are aware of: it is not a ſmall matter to ſhew 
man the amiable excellencies of God, till he be 
taken up with ſuch love to him as cannot eaſily be 
; Quenched; to break the heart for fin, and make 
him fly for refuge to Chriſt, and thankfully em- 
brace him as the life of his ſoul; to have the very 
bent of the heart and life changed; ſo that he re- 
nounces that which he took for his felicity, and 
laces his felicity where he never did before; and 
ſives not to the ſame end, and drives not on the 
ſame de ſign in the world, as formerly he did. He 
that is in Chriſt, is a new creature: old things are 
paſt away ; behold, all things are become new, 2 Cor, 
v. 17. He has a new underſtanding, a new will 
and reſolution, new ſorrows, and deſires, and love, 
and delight; new thoughts, new ſpeeches, new 
company (if poſſible,) and a new converſation. 
Sin which before was a jeſting matter with him, 
is now ſo odious, that he flies from it, as from 
death, The world which was ſo lovely in his 


eyes, 
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eyes, does now __ but as vanity and vexation; 
God who was before neglected, is now the only 
happineſs of his ſoul; before, he was forgotten; 
but now he is ſet next the heart, and all things 
muſt give place to him: and the heart is taken u 
in the attendance, and obſervance of him: and is 
grieved when he hides his face, and never thinks 
himſelf well without him. Chriſt himſelf who was 
wont to be ſlightly e e of, is now his only 
hope and refuge, and he lives upon him, as on his 
daily bread ; he cannot pray without him, nor re- 
Joice without him, nor think, nor ſpeak, nor live 
without him. Heaven itlelf which before was 
looked upon but as a tolerable referve, which he 
hoped might ſerve better than hell when he could 
not ſtay any longer in the world, is row taken for 
his home, the place of his only hope and reſt, 
where he ſhall ſee, and love, and praiſe that God 
who has his heart already. The Bible which was 
before to him but as a common beok, is now as the 
law of God, as a letter written to him from hea. 
ven, and ſubſcribed with the name of the Eternal 
Majeſty ; -it is the rule of his thoughts, and words, 
and deeds; the commands are binding, and the 


| 28328 of it ſpeak life to his ſoul. In ſhort, he 


as a new end in his thoughts, and a new way in 
his endeavours, and therefore his heart and life 
are new. So that this is not a change in one or 
two, or twenty points ; but in the whole foul and 
converſation, 

Do you believe this, Sirs, or do you not p Surely 
you dare not ſay, you do not. Theſe are not con- 
troverſies, where one pious man is of one mind, 
and another, of another; all Chriſtians are agreed 
in this, and if you will not believe the God of 
truth, and that in a caſe where every ſect and party 
believe him, you are utterly inexcuſable. 

But if you do believe this, how comes it to paſs 
that you live ſo quietly in an unconverted ſtate ? 
Do you know that you are converted? Can you 

find this wonderful change upon your ſouls? Have 


you 
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you been thus born again, and made anew? If you 
cannot tell the day or week of your change, do you 
find that the work is done? And that you have ſuch 
hearts as are before deſcribed ? Alas, the moſt fol- 
low their worldly buſineſs, and little trouble their 
mind with ſuch thoughts. And if they be but re- 
ſtrained from ſcandalous fins, and can ſay, 7 am no 
whoremonger, or thief, or curyer, or ſwearer, or lippler, 
or extortioner, I go to church, and ſay my prayers, 
they think this is true converſion, and they ſhall 
be ſaved as well as any. Alas, this is a fooliſh 
cheating of yourſelves, This is too groſs neglect 
of your immortal ſouls, Can you make ſo light of 
heaven and hell? Your corpſes will ſhortly lie in 
the duſt, and angels or Foe! 3 will preſently ſeize 
upon your ſouls, and every man and woman of you 
all will ſhortly be among other company, and in 
another cale than now you are; you will dwell in 
thoſe houſes but a little longer; you will work in 
Your ſhops, and fields, but a little longer; you will 
ſit in theſe ſeats, and dwell on this earth but a little 
longer ; you will ſee with theſe eyes, and hear with 
thoſe ears, and ſpeak with thoſe tongues but a little 
longer; and can you forget this? O what a place 
will you be ſhortly in of joy or torment! O. what 
| @ fight will you ſhortly ſee in heaven or hell! O 
What thoughts will ſhortly fill your hearts with 
unſpeakable delight or horror! What work will 
you be employed in? To praiſe the Lord with 
faints and angels, or to cry out in fire unquench- 
able with devils? And ſhould all this be forgotten ? 
And all this will be endleſs, and ſealed up by an 
unchangeable decree, Eternity, eternity will be 
the meaſure of your joys or ſorrows, and can this 
be forgotten? And all this is true, moſt certainly 
true e when you have gone up and down a little 
longer, and ſlept and awaked a few times more, 
you. will be dead and gone, and find all true which. 
naw I tell you; and can you now forget it! You 
ſhall then remember that you heard this ſermon, 
and that on this day and in this place you were re- 

membered 
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"membered of theſe things; and yet ſhall they be 


now ſo much forgotten ? | 

Beloved, if the Lord had not awakened me to 
believe and lay to heart theſe things myſelf, I 
ſhould have periſhed for ever : but if he has made 
me ſenſible of them, it will conſtrain me to com- 
paſſionate you. If your eyes were ſo far opened as 
to ſee hell, and you ſaw your neighbours, that 
were unconverted, dragged thither with hideous 
cries, though they were ſuch as you accounted 


' honeſt people on earth; ſuch a fight would make 


you warn all about you, leſt they ſhould go to that 
place of torment, Why, faith is a Kind of ſight ; 
it is the eye of the ſoul, the evidence of things not 
ſeen ; if I believe God, it is next to ſeeing: and 
therefore I beſeech you excuſe me, if 1 be as ear- 
neſt with you about theſe matters, as if I had ſeen 
them. If I were to die to-morrow, and it were in 


my power to come again from another world, and 
tell you what I have ſeen; would you not be wil- 


ling to hear me? And would you not believe, and 
regard what I ſhould tell you? If I might preach 
one ſermon to you after I am dead, and have ſeen 
what is done in the world to come, would you not 
lay it to heart? But this muſt not be; God has 


| his appointed way of teaching you; and he will 


not humour unbelievers ſo far as to ſend men from 
the dead to them, and to alter his eſtabliſhed way: 
if any man quarrel with the Sun, God will not hu- 


mour him ſo far as to ſet him up a clearer. light. 


Friends, I beſeech you regard me now, as you 
would do if I ſhould come from the dead to you 


for I can give you as full aſſurance of the truth of 


what I ſay to you, as if I had been there, and ſeen 
it with my eyes; for it is poſſible for one from the 
dead to deceive you: but Jeſus Chriſt can never 
deceive you : the word of God delivered in (cri 

ture, and ſealed up by the miracles, and 1 


workings of the Spirit, can never deceive you, 


Believe 
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Believe this, or believe nothing. Believe, and 
obey this, or you are undone: now as ever you 
believe the word of God, and as ever you care for 
the ſalvation of your ſouls, let me beg of you this 
reaſonable requeſt; that you would without any 
more delay, when you are gone from hence, re- 
member what you heard, and enter into an earneſt 
ſearch of your hearts, and ſay unto yourſelves, —!ls 
it ſo indeed? Muſt I turn or die? Muſt I be con- 

verted or condemned? It is time for- me then to 
look about me, before it be too late. O why did 1 
not look after this till now? Why did I ventur- 
oully put off ſo great a buſineſs? Was I awake! O 
bleſſed God, what a great mercy is it that thou 
did{t-not cut off my life all this while? Well, God 
forbid that I ſhould neglect this work any longer. 
What ſtate is my ſoul in? Am I converted, or am 
I not? Was ever ſuch a work done upon my ſoul? 
Have I been illuminated by the word and Spirit of 
the Lord, to ſee the odiouſneſs of ſin, the need of 
a Saviour, the love of Chriſt, and the excellencies 


of God and glory? Is my heart broken, or hum- 
bled within me, for my former life? Have Ithank- 


fully ontertained my Saviour and Lord, who offered 
HBimſelf with pardon and life to my foul? Do I 
ate my former ſinful life, and the remnant of 
every ſin that is in me? Do I fly from them as my 
deadly enemies 7 Do I give up myſelf to a life of 
_ holineſs? Do I love it, and delight in it? Can 1 
truly ſay that I am dead to the world; and that I 
live for God, and the glory which he has pro- 
miſed ? Has heaven more of my eſtimation than 
earth? And is God the deareſt and higheſt in my 
ſoul? Once, I am ſure, I lived principally to the 
world and fleſh, and God had nothing but ſome 
heartleſs ſervices, which the world could ſpare, 
and which were the leavings of the fleſh, Is my 
heart now turned another way? Have I a new 
deſign, and a new end, and a new train of holy 
affettions ? Have I ſet my hopes, and heart on 
| "$f heaven? 
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heaven? And is it the deſign of my heart and life, 
to get well to heaven, and lee the glorious face of 
God, and live in his everlaſting love and praiſe ? 
Do I conquer all groſs fins, and am I weary, and 
willing to be rid of mine infirmities? This 1s the 
ſtate of a converted foul. And thus mult it be 
with me, or I muſt periſh, ls it thus with me in- 
deed, or is it not? lt is time to get this doubt re- 
ſolved before the dreadful Judge reſolve it, I am 
not ſuch a ſtranger to my own heart and life, but I 
may perceive whether I am thus converted, or not: 
if I be not, it will do me no good to flatier my ſoul 
with falſe hopes. I am reſolved no more to deceive 
myfelf, but endeavour to know truly, whether I 
am converted ; that if I be, I may rejoice in it, 
and glorify my. gracious Lord, and comfortably go 
on till I reach the crown: but if I be not, I may 
beg and ſeek after the grace that will convert me, 
and turn without any delay : for, if I find in time 
that I am out of the way, by the help of Chriſt I 
may turn and be recovered: but if I ſtay till either 
my heart be forſaken of God in blindneſs and 
hardneſs, or till 1 be caught away by death; it is 
then too late, There is no place for repentance, 
and converſion then; I know it muſt be now or 
never. | 
Sirs, this is my requeſt to you, that you will but 
take your hearts to taſk, and thus examine them 
till you ſee, if it may be, whether you are convert- 
ed or not? It undoes many thouſands that they 
think they are in the way of ſalvation, when they 
are not; and that they are converted, when it is 
no ſuch thing. And then when we call to them 
daily to turn, they think this concerns not them; 
for they are turned already, and hope they ſhall. 
do well enough in the way that they are in; when, 
alas, all this while they live to the world and fleſh, 
and are ſtrangers to God and eternal life, And all 
this, becauſe we cannot perſuade them to {ſpend a 
few hours in the examining of their ſtates. Are 
there not many ſelf-deceiving wretches that hear 
me this day, who never beſtowed one hour in all 


their 
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their lives, to examine their ſouls, and try whether 
they were truly converted or not ? O merciful God, 
who will care for ſuch wretches tbat care no more 
for themſelves? If all that are in the ſtate of dam- 
nation, did but know 1t, they durſt not continue in 
it, The greateſt hope that the devil has of bring- 
ing you to damnation without a reſcue, is by keep- 
ing you blindfold, and making you believe that you 
may do well enough in the way that you are in, If 
you knew that you were loſt for ever, if you ſhould 
die as you are; durſt you ſleep another night in the 
ſtate that you are in? Durſt you live another day 
in it? Could you laugh, or be merry in ſuch a 
ſlate? What! And not know but you may be 
| ſnatched away to hell in an hour! Sure it would 
conſtrain you to forſake your former company, and 
courſes; and to betake yourſelves to the ways of 
holineſs. Sure it would drive you to cry to God 
for a new heart, and to ſeek help of thoſe who are 
fit to counſel you. There is none of you, ſure, that 
cares not for being damned, Well, then I beſeech 
you preſently make enquiry into your hearts, and 
ive them no reſt, till you find out your condition; 
that, if it be good, you may rejoice in it, and go 
on; and if It be bad, you may preſently look about 
you for recovery, as men who believe they muſt 

turn, or die, What ſay you? Will ou reſolve, 
and promiſe to be at ſo much labour for your own 
ſouls? Will you fall upon this ſelf-examination 
when you go home? Is my requeſt unreaſonable ? 
Your conſciences know, it is not: reſolve on it 
then, before you ſtir; knowing how much it con- 
cerns your fouls. I beſeech you for the ſake of 
that God who does command you, at whoſe bar 

you will ſhortly all appear, that you will not den 
me this reaſonable requeſt. For the ſake of thoſe 
ſouls that muſt turn or die, I beſeech you deny me 
not; make it your buſineſs to underſtand your own 
conditions, and build upon ſure ground, and know 
for a certainty, whether you are converted, or no; 
and venture not your own ſouls on negligent ſecurity, 
| 2 | 3 a But 
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But perhaps you will ſay, What if we ſhould 
find ourſelves yet unconverted, what ſhall we do 


then? This queſtion leads. me to my ſecond 
doctrine. 


DOCTRINE II. 


* the promiſe of Cod, that the wicked ſhall live, 
| 7 f 


they will turn to him. 
he Lord here profeſſes that this is what he 
takes pleaſure in, at the wicked turn and live. 
Turn and live, is as certain a truth, as turn or die. 
Sinners, there are none of you ſhall have cauſe to 
go home, and ſay I preach deſpair to you. Are we 
uſed to ſhut up the door of mercy againſt you? O 
that you would not ſhut it up againſt yourſelves! 
Are we uſed to tell you that God will have no 
mercy on you, though you turn? When did you 
hear a Preacher ſay ſuch a word? You that bark 
at the Preachers of the goſpel for deſiring to keep 
you out of hell, and ſay, that they preach deſpair; 
tell me, when did you ever hear any ſober man 
ſay, that there is no hope ſor you, though you repent, » 
and be*converted? No, it is quite the contrary 
which we daily proclaim from the Lord; that who- 
ever is born again, ſhall be ſaved: ſo far are we 
from perſuading you to deſpair of this, that we per- 
ſuade you not to make any doubt of it. It is life, and 
not death, which is the firſt 2 our meſſage to 
you; our commiſſion is to offer ſalvation, a ſpeedy, 
glorious, everlaſting ſalvation to every one of you to 
the pooreſt beggar, as well as the greateſt lord; to the 
worſt of you, even to drunkards, ſwearers, thieves, 
yea, to the deſpiſers and reproachers of the holy 
way of ſalvation: we are commanded by the Lord 
our Maſter to offer you a pardon for all that is paſt, 
if you will now at laſt return and live; we are 
commanded to beſeech and intreat you to accept 
the offer, and to tell you what preparation is made 
by Chriſt, what mercy ſtays. ſor you; What pa- 
tience waiteth on you; what thoughts of kind- 
riefs Cod has towards and how happy, 
| | ho 
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how certainly and unſpeakably ha u m 
be if you will, We — 1 . Alo * 1 
of wrath and death: yea, of a two-fold wrath and 
death: but neither of them is our principal meſ- 
ſage: we muſt tell you of the wrath that is on you 
already, and the death that you are born under: 
but this is only to ſhew you the need of mercy, 
Fer who will ſeek out for phyſic, that knows not 
he is ſick ? Our telling you of your miſery, is not 
that which makes you miſerable, but that which 
drives you to ſeek for mercy, It is you that have 
brought this death upon yourſelves, We tell you 
alſo of another death, and much greater torment, . 
which will fall on thoſe who will not be con- 
verted. But as this is true; ſo it is but the laſt, 
and ſaddeſt part of our meſſage, We are fiiſt to 
offer you mercy, if you will turn: and it is only 
thoſe that will not turn, nor hear the voice of mercy, 
to whom we muſt foretel damnation, If you will 
caſt away your tranſgreſſions, and come at the call 
of Chriſt, and be converted, we have not a word of 
damning wrath, or death to ſpeak againſt you, I 
do here in the name of the Lord of life proclaim 
to you all, to the worſt of you, to the greateſt, to 
the oldeſt ſinner, that you may have mercy and, 
. falvation, if you will but turn, There is mercy in 
God, there is ſufficiency in the ſatisfaion of Chriſt, . 
the promiſe is free, and full, and univerſal; you 
may have life, if you will but turn. But then, as, 
ou love your ſouls, remember what turning it is 
which the ſcripture ſpeaks of, It is not to mend the 
old houſe, but to pull down all, and build anew, on 
Chriſt the Rock and ſure foundation. 5 
Yourſelves are witneſſes now, that it is ſalvation, 
and not damnation, which is the great dectrine I 
preach to you; and the firſt part of my meſſage to 
you. _— of this, and we ſhall go no farther; 
for we would not trouble you with the name of 
damnation, without neceſſity. We | 
But if you will not be ſaved, there's no remedy,. 
but damnation muft take place, For there is no | 


* 
1 


: 
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middle place between the two: you muſt have 


either life, or death, 
And we are not only to offer you life; but to 


 ſhew you the grounds on which we do it, and call 


you to believe that God does mean, indeed, as he 
N that the promiſe is true, and extends con- 
itionally to you as well as others. 
If you aſk, where is our commiſſion for this 
offer—among a hundred texts of ſcripture; I will 


bew it to you in theſe few, 


Firſt, you ſee it here in my text, and the fol- 
lowing verſes, and in the 18th of Ezekiel as plain 
as can be ſpoken, And in 2 Cor. v. 17, 18, 19, 20, 


21, you have the very ſum of our commiſſion : 1F 
any man be in Chriſt, he is a new creature: old things 
- are paſt away ; behold, all things are become new. And 
all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himſelf 
y Feſus Chriſt, and hath given us the mimſtry of re- 


conculiation ; to wit, that God was in Chriſt re- 


conciling the world unto himſelf ; not imputing their 
treſpalſes to them and hath committed unto us the 


word of reconciliation : now then we are ambaſſadors 


for Chrift, as though God did beſeech you by us, we . 


pray you in 2 ftead, be ye reconciled unto God < 
e 


for he hath made him to be fin for us, who knew no 

that we might be made the righteouſneſs of God in him, 
You ſee that we are commanded to offer life to 

you all, and to tell you from God, that if you will 


turn, you may live. 


Here you may ſafely truſt your ſouls; for the 
love of God is the fountain of this offer, John iii. 
16, and the blood of the Son of God has purchaſed 
it: the faithfulneſs and truth of God are engaged 
to make the promiſe good: miracles have, ſealed 
the truth of it: Preachers are ſent through the 
world to proclaim it: the ſacraments are inſtituted 
for the 2 delivery of the mercy offered, to . 
them that will accept it: and the Spirit opens the 
heart to entertain it, and is itſelf the earneſt of the 
full poſſeſſion, So that the truth of it is paſt con- 


troverſy, that the worſt of you all, and every one 
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of ygu, if you will but be converted, may be ſaved. 
Isndeed, if you believe that you ſhall be ſaved 
without canverſion, then you believe a falſehood; 
and if I ſhould preach that to you, I ſhould preach 
a lie: this were not to believe God, but the devil 
and your own deceitful hearts, God has his pro- 
© mile of life, and the devil has his promiſe of life, 
_ God's promiſe is, return and live; the devil's = 
' miſe is, you ſhall live, whether you turn or not. The 
words of God are as I have ſhewed you, except ye 

| be converted and become as little children, ye cannot 
enter into the kingdom of heaven, Matt. xviii. 3. Ex- 
| cept a man be born again, le cannot enter into the king- 


dom of God, John iii. 3. 5. Without holineſs none 
Hall fee God, Neb. xii. 14. The devil's word, you 
may be ſaved without being born again or converted ; 
Jon may do well enough without being holy ; God daes 
but frighten you, he is more merciful than to do asyie 
'fays, e will be is qu . than fig po 2 
Alas, the greateſt part of the world believe this 
word of he devil, before the word of Gal Juſt 
12 3888 fin on miſery came into the world. 
Sod ſajd to our firſt parents, F ye e Ul dle. 
And the devil RIS rind AY 5 12 Hall 
ot die and the r belie ved the devil before 
of. So now the Lord ſaith, turn or die: and the 
devil ſays, you fa not die, if you do hut cry 40 God 
For mercy at teſt. And this is the word which the 
"world believes. O heinous wickedneſs, to believe 
the devil before God! FSA 
And yet, that is not the worſt: but blaſphemoyſly 
they call this a belzeving and truſling God, when 
they put him in the ſhape of Satan, who was a lyar 
from the beginning: and when they believe that 
the word of God is a lie, they call this a trufting 
Cod, and ſay the believe in him, and truſt on him 
for ſalvation. Where did ever God ſay, that the 
unconverted ſhall be ſaved? Shew ſuch a .woxd 
in ſcripture, I challenge you if you can. Why 
this is the devil's word, and to believe it, is to be- 
lieve the devil. And do you call this belieging and 
Ph truſt ing 
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truſting God ? There is enough in the word of God 
to comfort and ſtrengthen the hearts of the ſancti- 
fied : but not a word to ſtrengthen the hands of 
wickedneſs, or to give men the leaſt hope of being 
ſaved, though they be never ſanctiſied. | 

But if you will turn, and come into the way of 
mercy, the mercy of the Lord is ready to entertain 
you. Then truſt God for ſalvation, boldly, and 


confidently ; for he is engaged by his word to ſave 


you. He will be a father to none but his children, 
and be will ſave none but thoſe that forſake the 
world, the devil, and the fleſh, and come into his 
family to be members of his Son, and have com- 


munion with his ſaints, But if they will not come 


in, it is their own fault; his doors are open, He 
keeps none back : he is ſtill ready to receive you, 


if you were but ready unfeignedly, and with all 


your hearts to turn, And the fulneſs of this truth 


will yet more appear in che two following doctrines. 


— 


— 


DOCTRINE III. 
7 takes pleaſure in men's converſtion, and fal- 
| vation ; but not in their death or damnation': he 
had rather they would return and live, than go on and. 
die. | TY | 
For the proof of this point, I ſhall be very brief, 
becauſe I {uppole you believe it already. "als 
1. The gracious nature of God has proclaimed,. 


and frequently aſſured you of this: that he has no 


pleaſure in your death, 

2. If God had more pleaſure in thy death, than 
in thy converſion and life, he would not have ſo 
frequently commanded thee in his word, to turn; 
he would not have made thee ſuch promiſes of life, 
if thou wilt turn: he would not have perfuaded 
thee to it by ſo many reaſons, The tenor of his, 


goſpel proves the point, 
6255 * : C 3 3. And 
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3. And his commiſſion which he has given 

the miniſters of the goſpel, does fully prove it, If 
God had taken more pleaſure in thy damnation, 
than in thy conyerfion and ſalvation, he would 
never have charged us to offer you mercy, and to 
teach you the way of life, both publicly, and pri- 
vately ; and to intreat, and beſeech you to turn and 
live; to acquaint you with your fins, and tell you 


of your danger; and to do all that poſſibly we can 


for your converſion, and to continue patiently ſo 
doing, though you ſhould hate or abuſe us for our 
pains. Would God haye done this, if he had taken 
pleaſure in your death ? 

4. It is proved alſo by the courſe of his pro- 
vidence. If God had rather you were damned, 
than ſaved, he'would not ſecond his word wit 
his works, andentice you by his daily kindneſs, 
and give you aff. the mercies of ns Nie, hich 
are meaps to lead you to repentance, Rom, ii. 4, and 
bring you ſo often under his rod, to force you 
into your wits : he would not ſet ſo many examples 


Ls 


before your eyes, no, nor wait on you fo patiently 


as he does from day to day, and year to year, 
Theſe are not ſigns of one that takes pleaſure in 
your death. If this had been his delight, how 
eafily could he have had thee long 280 in heh? 
ow oft before this, could be have ſnatched thee 
away in the midſt of thy ſins with a.curle, or oath, 
or lie in thy mouth? When thou waſt laſt in thy 
drunkenneſs or deriding the ways of God; how 
eafily could he have ſtopt thy breath, and made 
thee ſober in another world! Alas, how fmall a 
Matter is it for the Almighty to rule the tongue 
the profaneſt railer, and tie the bands of the mo 
malicious perfecutor, or calm the fury of the bit- 
tereſt of his enemies, and make them know that 


they are but worms? If he did but frown upon 
| If be 


thee, thou wouldſt drop into thy grave. 

gave commiſſion to one of his angels to go and 
geſtroy-ten thoufand ſinners, how quickly would 
it be done; how cafily can he lay thee upon the 
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bed of languiſhing, and make thee lie roaring there 
in pain, and eat the words of reproach which thou 
hat ſpoken againſt his ſervants, his word, his 
worſhip, and his holy ways? How eaſily can he 
lay that fleſh unger groans, and make it more loath- 
ſome than the dung of the eaxtth? That fleſh, 


+ which now muſt have what it loves, and mult not 


be diſpleaſed, though God be diſpleaſed; and muſt 
be humoured in meat, and drink, and clothes, 


whatever God ſay to the contrary, how quickly 
would the frown of God conſume it ? When thou 
waſt paſſionately defending thy fin, and quarrel- 
ling with them that would have drawn thee from 
it, and pleadiog for the works of darkneſs; how 
eaſily could God have ſnatched thee away in a 
moment, and ſet thee before his dreadful Majeſty, 
(where thou ſhouldſt ſee ten thouſand times ten 
thouſand glorious angels waiting an histhrone} and 
have aſked thee, What liaſt thou now to ſay againſt 
thy Creator, hs truth, his ſeruants, or his holy ways F 
Now plead thy cauſe, and make the beſt of it thou canſt, 
Now what canſt thou ſay in excuſe of thy fins * Now 
give account of thy time, and of all the mercies thou 
haſt had. O how thy ſtubborn heart would have 


melted, and thy countenance have been appalled, 


and thy ſtout words turned into ſpeechleſs ſilence, 
r dreadful cries; if God had but ſet thee thus at 
his har, aud pleaded hi on gans wid get 


Hoy eaſily can he at any time ſay to thy guilty 


ſoul, Come away, and live in that fleſh no more, till 
the reſurrectiun. And it cannot reſiſt. A word of 
is mouth would take off the poiſe of thy preſent 
ife, and then all thy parts and powers would ſtand 


or live in hell: thou couldſt not diſobey. 


But God has done none of this; but has patiently 
forborn thee, and merci ſully upheld thee; and 


given thee that breath which thou didſt breathe ou 


ainſt him, and given thee thoſe mercies whichthou 


— 


lidſt ſacrifice to thy fleſh, and afforded thee that 


proviiign which thou ſpanteſt to ſatisſy thy greedy. 


appetite; 
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appetite: he gave thee every minute of that time 
which thou didſt waſte in idleneſs or drunken- 
neſs, And does not all this patience and mercy 
ſhew that he deſires not thy damnation ? Can the 
candle burn without the oil? Can your houſes 
Rand without the earth to bear them? as well as 


you can live an hour without the ſupport of God, 


And why did he ſo long ſupport thy life, but to ſee 
when thou wouldſt bethink thee of the folly of 
thy ways, and return and live? Will any man 
urpolely put arms into his enemies“ hands to reſiſt 
bim ? or hold a candle to a murderer who is kil- 
ling his children ? Surely it is to ſee whether thou 
wilt at laſt return and live, that God has ſo long 
waited on thee, _ ES 125 
5. It is further proved by the ſufferings of his 
Son, that God takes no pleaſure in the death of the 
wicked: would he have ranſomed them from 
death at fo dear a rate? Would he have aſtoniſhed 
angels and men by his condeſcenſion ? Would God 
have dwelt in fleſh, and have come in the form of 
a ſervant, and have lived a life of ſuffering, and 
died a curſed death for finners, if he had taken 
pleaſure in their death ? —— you ſaw him pray- 
ing with the drops of blood trickling from him in- 
ſtead of ſweat, or ſuffering a curſed death upon the 
croſs, and pouring out his ſoul as a facrifice for our 
fins: would you have 8 theſe the ſigns of one 
that delights in the death o 
ſeen and heard him weeping and bemoaning the 
ſtate of diſobedience in impenitent people, or com- 
plaining of their ſtubbornneſs, as Matt, xxiii. 7, 0 
Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, how oft would I have gathered thy 
children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens 
under her wings, and ye would not ? Or if you had 
ſeen and heard him on the crols, praying for his per- 
fecutors, Father, forgive them. for they know not what 
they do ; would you have ſuſpected that he had de- 
lighted in the death of the wicked; even of thoſe 
that periſh by their wilful unbelief ? When God 


hath ſo loved, (not only loved, but ſo loved) as to give 
If his. 


the wicked ? If you had 
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his only begotten, San, that whoſoever believeth en him, 
Mould not periſh, but  haue .cverlafiing life he bas 
proved againſt the malice of men and devils, that 
he takes no pleaſure in the death of the wicked, 
but had rather that they would Turn and Live. 

6. Laſtly, If all this will not ſatisfy you, take 
his own word, -w ho knows beſt his own mind, or 
at leaſt believe his oath: but this leads me to the 
fourth Doctrine. | 


# FI 1% # SS TT EFSS err Dr — — _ — 
DOCTRINE lv. 


12 Lord has confirm:d to us by his oath, that 

he has no pleaſure in the death of the wicked, but 
had rather that he ſhould turn and live: that he may 
leave man no pretence to queſtian the truth of it. 


If you dare queſtion his word, 1 hope E dare 
not queſtion his oath, As Chriſt has ſolemnly 
proteſted that the unconverted cannot enter into 
the kingdom of heaven: ſo- God has ſworn that his 
pleaſute is not in their death, but in their conver- 
ſion and liſe. And as the Apoſtle ſays, Heb. vi. 

13, 16, 17,8, 19, Becauſe he could ſwear by no greater, 

he ſware by himſelf. For men verily ſwear by the 

greater, and an oath for confirmation is to them an end 
of all tirife. Mherein God willing more abundantlyto 

Neu unto the heirs of promiſe the immutability of his 
counſel, confirmed it by an oath ; that by two immu- 

table things, in which it was rmpoffible for Goll to lie, we 
might have à ſtrong conſolation, who have fled for re- 
Fuge to lay hold on the hope ſet before us ; which hope. 
' we have as an anchor of the ſoul both ſure and feafaſes 
If there be any man who cannot reconcile this 

truth with the damnation of the wicked, that is ow-- 
ing to his own ignorance: he has no pretence left to 

deny or queſtion therefore the truth of the point in 

hand: for this is confirmed by the oath of God, and 
there fore muſt not be diftorted to reduce it to 
other points; but doubtful points muſt rather be 
; | reduced 


32 A Call to the Unconverted. 


reduced to it, and certain truths muſt be believed 
to agree with it, though our ſhallow brains hardly 
-diſcern the agreement, | 
. 
I Do now intreat thee, if thou be an unconverted 
1 ſinner, who heareſt theſe words, that thou 
wouldſt bethink thyſelf awhile, who it is that 
takes pleaſure in thy fin and damnation ? Certainly 
it is not God; he has {worn for his part, that he 
takes no pleaſure in it. And I know it is not the 
pleaſing of him that you intend in it, You dare 
not ſay, that you drink and ſwear, andneglett holy 
duties, and quench the motions of the Spirit, to 
_ Pleaſe God, That were as if you ſhould reproach 
the prince, and break his laws, and ſeek his death, 
and ſay, You did all this to pleaſe him, 
Who is it then that takes 3 in your ſin and 
„death? Not any that bear the image of God, for 
they muſt be like minded to him. God knows, it 
is ſmall pleaſure to your Teachers to ſee you wil- 
. fully run into the flames of hell, Alas, to foreſee 
your everlaſting torments, and know not how to 
prevent them, is to ſee how near you are to hell, 
and we cannot make you believe it, and conſider it, 
Io ſee how eaſily, how certainly you might eſcape, 
if we knew but how to make you willing! | How 
fair you are for everlaſting ſalvation, if you 
would but turn and do your beſt, and make it the 
care and buſineſs of your lives! but you will not 
do it ! Do you think that this is a pleaſant thing 
to us? | N 
Again, It is none of your godly friends. Alas, it 
is the grief of their ſouls to ſee your miſery, and 
they lament for you many a time when you give 
them little thanks for it, and when you have not 
hearts to lament yourſelves, | 1 wth 
Who is it then that takes pleaſure in your fin ? 
It is none but three great enemies of God, whom 
you renounced in your baptiſm, | 
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1. The Devil takes pleaſure in your ſin and death: 
for this is the end of all his temptations. You cane 
not pleaſe him better than to go on in ſin: how 
glad is he when he ſees thee go to the alehouſe, and 
when he hears thee curſe, or (wear, or rail? Theſe . 
are his delight, 

2, The wicked are alſo delighted in it: for it is 
agreeable to their nature, | | 

g. But I know, for all this, that it is not the 
pleaſing of the devil, that you intend: but it is 
your own fleſh, the greateſt and moſt dangerous ene- 
my, It is the fleſh that would be pleaſed in meat, 
and drink, and cloathing, that would be pleaſed in 
company and in applauſe and credit with the world; 
and this is the gulph that devours all. This is the 
very god you ſerve. For the ſcripture ſays of ſuch, 
That their belly is their god, Phil. iii. 19. 

But I beſeech you ſtay a little, and conſider the 
buſineſs, | 


Your fefh is pleaſed with your fin: but is your con- 


ſcience pleaſed? Does not it tell you ſometimes that 


all is not well, and that your caſe is not fo ſafe as 
you make it to be? And ſhould not your ſoul 
and conſcience be pleaſed before that corruptible 
fleſh? Again, Is not your fl: PI or its 
own diſpleaſure alſo? It loves the bait ; but does it 
love the hook ? It loves the ſtrong drink and ſweet / 
morſels; it loves its eaſe, and ſports, and merri- 
ment; it loves to be rich, and well ſpoken of by 
men, and to be ſomebody in the world: but does 
it love the curſe of God? Does it love to Rand. 
trembling before his bar, and to be judged to ever- 
laſting fire? Does it love to be tormented with 
devils for ever? Take all together; for there is no 
ſeparating ſin and hell; if you will keep one, you 
muſt have the other, If death -and-hell be plea- 
ſant to you, no wonder then if you go on in fin; 
but if they be not, then what if fin were ever ſo 
leaſant, 1s it worth the loſs of life eternal? Is a 
Fats drink, or meat, or eaſe; is the good word of 
finners, or the riches of the world to be valued' 


above 


* 
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above the joys of heaven? Or are they worth the - 
ſufferings of. eternal fire ? Theſe queſtions ſhould 
be conſidered before you go any further, by every 
man that hath reaſon to conſider, and believes he 
has a ſoul to ſave or loſe. | | 
Well, the Lord here ſweats that he has no plea- 
ſure in your death; but had rather that you would. 
turn and live, If yet you will go on, anddierather 
than turn, remember it was not to pleafe God that 
you did it; it was to pleaſe the world, and to pleaſe 
yourſelves. And if men will damn themfelves, to 
themfelves, and run into endlefs torments for 
delight; What remedy but they muſt take what they 
et by it, and repent it in another manner, when 
it is too late 


r 
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89 earneſt is God for the converfion of funers, that 


"he doubles his commands and exhortations with- 
vehemency ; Turn ye, Turn ye, why will you die 


Is there ever an unconverted* ſinner that“ hears 
theſe vehement words of God ? Is there ever a man 
or woman that is yet a ſtranger to the rene wing, ſanc- 
tifying work of the Holy Ghoſt? Hearken then 
to the voice of your Maker, and turn to him by 
Chriſt without delay. Would you know the will 
of God ? Why this is his will, that you preſently 
turn. Shall the living God ſend fo earneſt a meſ- 
ſage to his creatures, and ſhould they not obey? 

Hearken then, all ye that live after the fleſh; the 
Lord that gave thee thy breath, has ſent a meſſage to 
thee from heaven; and this is his meſſage; Turn ye, 
turn qe, my will ye die He that has ears to hear, let 
him hear. Shall the voice of the eternal Majefty be 
neglected ? If he do but terribly thunder, thou art 
afraid. O but this voice does more nearly con- 
cern thee. If he did but tell thee,” thou ſalt die 
to- morrow, thau' wouldſt not make light of it. 0 

. | | aſting, 
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lafling. It is both a command, and an exhortation. 


ne As if he had ſaid to thee, „I charge thee upon the 
Id allegiance which thou oweſt to me thy Creator and 
ry Redeemer, that thou renounce the fleſh, the world, 
he and the devil, and turn to me, that thou mayeſt 


live. I condeſcend to intreat thee, as thou either 


thine own' life, even thine everlaſting life, Turn 
and Live: as ever thou wouldſt eſcape eternal. 
miſery, Turn, turn, for why wilt thou die ?“ And 


that can refuſe ſuch a meſſage, ſuch a command, 
ſach an exhortation as this! O what a thing then 
is the heart of man! pt 3 12 


that regard your own ſalvation; here is the joy fulleſt 
meſſage that ever was fent ts the ears of man, Turn 
ye, turn ye, why unll ye die? You are not ſhut up 
under deſperation, Here is mercy offered you; 

Turn, and you ſhall have it. With what joy ſul 
hearts ſhould you receive theſe tidings! I know. 


but how have you regarded them, or how do you 
regard them now ? Hear, all you ignorant, careleſs 


tens, drunkards,” whoremongers, and {wearers ;. 
railers and backbiters, flanderers and liars; Turn 
ye, turn ye, why will ye die ? 3 799 
Hear, all ye cold, and outfide profeſſors, all that 
are ſtrangers to the life of Chriſt, and never knew 


why will ye die ? r 


and delights, than on. the joys of heaven; al 


loveſt-or feareſt him that made thee : as thuu loveſt 
is there a heart in man, in a reaſonable creature, 


| Hearken then, all that love yourſelves, and all 


this is not the firſt time that you have heard them; 


ſmners, the word of the Lord ? Hear, all ye glut- 


the power of his reſurrection, never felt your 
hearts warmed with his love; Turn. ye, turn ye, 


Hear, all that are void of the love of God, whoſe | 
hearts are not toward him, nor taken up with the 
hopes of glory, but ſet more on earthly proſperity” 
l Neon 

that are religious but by the by, and give God no 
more than your fleſh can ſpare; that have not 
denied yourſelves,” and forſaken all that you have 
for Ohriſt ; but haue 22 one thing in the world 
—E fo. 
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ſo dear to you, that you cannot ſpare it for him, 
but will rather venture on his diſpleaſure than for- 
lake at, Turn ye, turn ye, why will ye die. 

If you never heard it, or obſerved it before, Re- 
member that you were told from the word of God 
this day, that if you will but turn, you may live; 
and if you will not turn, you ſhall ſurely die. 

What now will you do? What is your reſolu- 
| tion ? Will you turn, or will, you not? Halt po 
lenger between two * s: if the Lord be God, 
follow him :. if your fleſh be God, then ſerve it 

ſtill. If heaven be better than earth, come away 
and ſeek a better country, and lay. up your treaſure 
Where ruſt and moths do not corrupt, or thieves 
break through and ſteal; and with all your might, 
ſeek the kingdom that cannot be. moved: employ 
-yourlives on a higher deſign, and turn the ſtream 
of your care and labours another way than formerly 
you have done. But if earth be better than heaven, 
then keep it, and make your beſt of it, and follow 
it ſtill. Ne you reſolved what to do? If you be 
not, 1 will ſet a few more confiderations before 
r 13 12 | 
| Wonder, firſt, Nat preparation s mercy has made 
for your ſalvation : and what pity it is that any man 
ſhould be damned after all this. God has made to 
thee a free act of oblivion, and a free deed of gift of 
Chriſt and life, and offers it to thee, and intreats 
thee to accept it, and it, may be thine it thou wilt, 
For, he was in Chrift reconciling the world unto him- 
Self}, and hath committed unto us, the word of reconcili- 
ation. Sinners, we are commanded to deliver 
this mefTage to you all, as from the Lord, Come, for. 
all things are now ready, Luke; xiv. 17. Are all things 
ready, and are you unready ? God is ready to pardon 
all chat you have done againſt him, if you will but 
come. As long as you. have ſinned, as wilfully. as 
you have Puste, ks heengufly.-as you have ſinned, 
b is ready to calt all behind his back, if you will 
but come. Though you have. been-prodigals, and 
ran away from God, and have Bald lo long, he 5s 
2 7 ready 
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ready to meet you, and embrace you in his arms, 
if you will but tyrn, Even the fwiniſh drunkards 
may find God ready to bid them welcome, if they 
will but come. Does not this turn thy heart within 
thee? O ſinner, if thou have an heart of fleſh; and 
not of ſtone, methinks this ſhould melt it. Shall 
the dreadful infinite Majeſty of heaven wait for thy 
returning, and be ready to receive thee, who haſt 
abuſed him, and forgotten him ſo long? Shall he 
delight in thy converſion, who might at any time 


- « glorifychis juſtice in thy damnation, and yet does 


ii not melt thy heart within thee, and art thou not 
yet ready to come in? Haſt thou not as much rea- 
' fon to be ready to come, as God has to invite thee, 
and bid thee welcome ? 

Chriſt has done his part on the Croſs, and made 
fuch way for thee to the Father, that on kts account 
thou mayeſt be welcome, if thou wilt come, And 
yet art thou not ready ? $4 
| A pardon is already expreſsly granted, and offered 

+ thee in the goſpel.. And yet art thou not ready ? 

The Miniſters of the goſpel are ready to affiſt 
thee, to inſtruct thee, and pronounce peace to thy 
foul; they are ready to pray ſor thee, and to ſeal 
thy pardon by the adminiſtration of the holy facra- 
ment, and yet art thou not ready? y 

Yea, Heaven itſelfis ready: the Lord will receive 
thee into the glory of his ſaints, as vile a beaſt as 
thou haſt been, if thou wilt but be\cleanfedJ thou 
may ſt have a place before his throne : his angels will 
de ready to guard thy ſoul to the place of joy, if thou 
do but unfeignedly come in. And is God ready, 
the ſacrifice of Chriſt ready, and pardon ready? Are 
' miniſters ready, and heaven itſelf ready, and angels 
' ready,and all theſe waiting for thy converſion; and 
yet art thou not ready? What not ready to live, 
when thou haſt been dead fo long? Not ready to 
come to thy right underſtanding, when thou haſt 
been be ſides thy ſelſ ſolong? Art thou not ready to lay 
hold on Chriſt, who would deliver thee, when thou 
art even ready to drown and fink into damnation? 7 

'D 2 Art 
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Art thou not ready to be ſaved from hell, when 
thou art ready to be caſt into it? Alas, man! doſt 
thou know what thou doſt? If thou die uncon- 
verted, there is no doubt to be made of thy dam- 

nation: and thou ait not ſure to live an hour: and 
yet art thou not ready to turn, and to come in? O 
miſerable wretch ! haſt thou not ſerved the fleſh 
and the devil long enough? Haſt thou not yet 
enough of ſin? Is it ſo good to thee, or ſo profit- 

able for thee ? Doſt thou know what it is, that thou 
wouldſt yet have more of it? Haſt thou had fo 
many calls, and ſo many mercies, and ſo many 
blows, and ſo manyexamples: haſtthouſeen ſo many 
laid in the grave, and yet art thou not ready to let 
go thy fins, and come to Chriſt? What, aſter Jo 
many convictions, and gripes of conſcience, after ſo 
many Purpoles, and promiſes, art thou not yet 
ready to turn and live? O that thy eyes, thy heart 
were opened to know how fair an offer is now 
made to thee |, and what a joyful meſſage it is that 
we are ſent on, to bid thee come, for all things are 
2. Conſider alſo what calls thou haſt to turn and 
live. How many, how loud, how earneſt, how 
. Ureadful, and yet what encouraging joyful calls? 

For the principal inviter, it is God himſelf, He 
that commands heaven and earth, commands thee 
to turn; and now without delay, to turn: he com- 
mands the ſun to run its courſe, and to riſe upon 

thee every morning; and though. it is ſo glorious a 
creature, yet it obeys him, and fails not one minute 
of its appointed time, He commands all the pla- 
nets, and the o1bs of heaven, and they obey; he 
. commands the ſea to ebb and flow, and the whole 
\,creation- to keep its courſe, and all obey him: the 
angels of heaven obey his will, when he ſends them 
"to. miniſter to ſuch ſilly worms as we on earth. And 
yet if he command but a finner to turn, he will not 

obey him: he only thinks himſelf wiſer than God, 
and he cavils and will nat obey, | 


by; 


A Call to the Unconverted. 41 


If thou hadſt any love in thee thou wouldſt know 
the voice and ſay, O this 1s my Father's call ! how 
can I find in my heart to diſobey ? If thou hadſt any 

ſenſe in thee, at leaſt thou wouldſt fay, This Call is 
"the dreadful voice of God, and who dare difobey ? God 
is not a man that thou ſhouldſt trifle and play with 
him: wilt thou yet go on, and deſpiſe his word, 
and refiſt his Spirit, and ſtop thine ear againſt his 
call? Who is it that will have the worſt of this? 
Doſt thou know whom thou diſobeyeſt, and con- 
tendeſt with, and what thou art doing? It were a 
far wiſer and eaſier taſk for thee to contend with the 
thorns, and fpurn them wich thy bare feet, and beat 
them with thy bare hands, or put thy head into the 
burning fire. Be not decetved, God will not be mocked. 
Whoever elſe be mocked, God will not: you had 
'better play with the fire in your thatch, than with 
the fire of his burning wrath. For our God 7s a con- 
Juming fire, Heb, xii, 29. O how unmeet a match 
art thou for God ! I ia fearful thing to fall into his 
kands, Heb. x. 31. And therefote it is a fearful}. 
thing to contend with him, or to reſiſt him. As 
you love your own fouls, take heed what you da. 
What will you ſay, if he begin in wrath to plead ö 
with you? What will you do, if he take you once in | 
hand? Will you then ſtrive againſt his judgment, as 
now ye do againft his grace? Hao would ſet the briars 
and thorns againſt me in batite ?' I would go thro" them : 
I would burn them together. Or let him take hold of my 
firength, that he may make peace witlume, and he halt 
make peace with me. It is an unequal combat forthe 
briars and ſtubble to tnake war with the fire, 
Fou fees Who ts that calls you. Conlider alfo, 
4 what inftruments, and how often and how earneſtly 
he does it. | $3) $74 488% 
1. Every leafof the bleſſed book of God has as it were 
a voice, and calls out, Turn and live; turn or thou wilt 
die. How canſt thou open it, or read a leaf, or hear a 
chapter, and not perceive God bids thee Turn. 

2. The voice of many a motion of the Spirit ſe- 
cretly urges thee to Turn. / 
8 R 3. The 
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g. The voice of Conſcience, Art thou not ſome- 


times convinced that a!l is not wel] with thee? and 


does not thy conſcience tell thee that thou muſt be 
a new man, and take a new courſe, 


4. The voice of all the works of God. For they 
alſo are God's books, that teach thee this leſſon, by 
ſhewing thee his greatneſs, and wiſdom, and good- 
neſs, and calling thee to obſerve them, and admire 
the Creator, Pſal. xix. 1, 2. The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the firmament fheweth his. handy- 
work, Day unto day uttereth ſpeech, and night unto 
night ſheweth knowledge. Every ume the ſun riſes upon 
thee, it calls thee to Turn, as if it ſhould ſay, What 
do I travel and compaſs the world for, but to declare to 
men the glory of theur Maker, and to light them to do 


tus work ? And do 1 fill nd thee doing the work of fin, 


and flzeping out thy life in neghgence? Awake thou that 
Sleepeſt, and ariſe from the dead, and Chrift all give 
thee light, 
he The voice of every mercy thou doſt poſſeſs, If 
thou couldſt but hear and underſtand them, they all 
Cty unto thee Turn: why does the earth bear thee, 


but to ſeck, and ſerve the Lord? Why docs it af- 
Ford thee its fruit, but to ferve him ? Why does the 


air afford thee breath, but te ſerve him? Why do 
all the creatures ſerve thee with their labours, and 
their lives: but that thou mighteſt ſerve the Lord 
of them and thee? Why does he give thee time, and 
health and ſtrength, but to ſerve him? Why haſt 
thou meat, and drink, and clothes, but for his ſer- 
vice? Haſt thou any thing which thou haſt not re- 
ceived ?P And if thou didit receive them, it is reaſon 
thou ſhouldſt bethink thee, from whom, and to what 
end, and uſe, thou didſt receive them. Didſt thou 
never cry to him for help in thy diſtreſs? Anddidſt 
thou not then underſtand that it was thy part to 
turn and ſerve him, if he would deliver thee! He 
Has done his part, and ſpared thee yet longer, and 
tried thee another, and another year; and yet do 
thou not turn? How many years has God looked 
r the {ruits of love and holineſs from. thee, and 
© vp Ms et 2575 Wd 
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has found none ? and yet he has ſpared thee, How 
many a time by thy wilful ignorance, and cateleſs- 
[neſs and diſobedience, haſt thou provoked juſtice 
to ſay, Cut him down, why cumbereth he the ground, 
And yet mercy has prevailed, and patience has for- 
born the killing, damning blow to this day. If 
thou hadſt the underſtanding of a man within thee, 
thou wouldft know that all this calls thee to Turn, 
6. Moreover, the voice of every affiittion calls 
thee to make haſte and Turn. Sicknels and pain 
cry Tarn; and poverty, and loſs of friends, and 
every chaſtiſing rod cry Turn; and yet wilt thou 
not hearken to the call ? | 
7. Yea, thine own engagements by promiſe to the 
Lord, call upon thee to turn and ſerve him. Thou 
haſt bound thyfelf to him by a baptitmal covenant, 
and renounced the world, the fleſh, and the devil; 
this thou haſt confirmed by the proſeſſion of chrif. 
tianity, and renewed it at ſacraments, and in times 
of aflition : and wilt thou promiſe and vow, and 
never perform and turn to God? | i 
Lay all thefe together now. The holy ſcripture 
calls upon thee to Furr ; the Spirit cries Turn: thy 
conſcrence cries Turn; the whale world, and all the 
ereatures therein, cry Turn: the patient forbearance 
of God cries Turn: all the mercies thou receiveſt 
ery Turn: the rod of God's chaſtiſement cries 
Turn; and ſo do all thy promiſes to God; and yet — 
art thou not reſolved to turn ? | 
8. Moreover, poor hard-hearted finner! Didſt thou 
ever confider upon what terms thou ſtandeſt all this 
while with him who calls on thee to Turn: thou art his 
own, and oweſt him thyſelf and all thou haſt ; and 
may he not command his own Thou art his abſo- 
lute ſervant, and ſhould{t ſerve no other maſter, 
Thou ſtandeſt at his mercy, and thy life is in his 
hand: and he is reſolved to ſave thee upon no 
other terms: thou haſt many malicious, ſpiritual 
enemies, who would be glad if God would but 
forſake thee, and let them alone with thee, and 
leave thee to their will ; how quickly would 1 
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.deal with thee in another manner? And thou canſt 
not be delivered from them, but by turning unto 
God. Thou art fallen under his wrath by by fin 
already: and thou knoweſt not how long his pa- 
tience will yet wait. Perhaps this is the laſt year; 
perhaps the laſt day: his word is even at thy heart, 
while the word is in thine ear; and if thou turn 
not, thou art a dead man. Were thy eyes but open 
to lee where thou ſtandeſt, even upon the brink of 
© Hell, and to ſee how many thouſands are. there al- 
ready, thou wouldſt fee that it is time to look 
about thee, 

O what glad tidings would 1t be to thoſe that are 
nov in hell, if they had but ſuch a meſſage from God! 
what a joyful word would it be to hear this, Turn 
and live + yea, What a welcome word would it be to 
thyſelf, if thou hadſt felt that wrath, of God but 
an hour! Or, if after a thouſand, or ten thouſand 
years? torment,, thou couldſt but hear ſuch a word 
From God {Turn and live.) And yet wilt thou now 
naeglect it, and ſuſfer usto return without our errand ? 

Behold, ſinneis, we are. fent here as the meſ- 
fengers of the Lord, to ſet before you life and 
death: what fay you? which of them will you 
chooſe? Chriſt ſtands as it were by thee, with 
heaven in one hand, and hell in the other, and of- 
fers thee thy choice; which wilt thou chooſe : The 
voice of the Lord maketh the rocks to tremble, But it 
is nothing to hear him threaten thee, if thou wilt 
not turn. Doſt thou not underſtand and feel this 
voice, Turn ye, turn ye, why will ye die? Why, it is 
the voice of Love, of infinite Love, of thy belt and 
kindeſt friend; and yet canſt thou negleQ it? It 
is the voice of pity and compaſſion. The Lord 
ſees whither thou art going, better than thou doſt, 
which makes him call after thee, Turn, Turn : he 
ſees what will become of thee, if thou turn not: he 
thinks with himſelf, 4k, this poor inner will caft him- 
elf into endleſs torments if he dbes not turn I muſt 
in juſtice deal with him according to my righteous ame 
and thereſore he calls after thee, Turn, Turn, O ſin- 

ner! If you did but know the thouſandth part as 
well 
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well as God does, of the danger that is near you, 
and the miſery you are running into, we ſhould 
have no more need to call after you to Turn. 
Well, are you yet reſolved, or are you not? Dol 
need to ſay any more to you ? What will you do? 
Will you turn or not? Speak man in thy heart to 
God: ſpeak, leſt he take thy ſilence for denial, 
Speak quickly, leſt he never make thee the like of- 
fer more, Speak reſolvedly, and not waveringly ; 
for he will have no indifferents to be his followers. 


Say in thy heart now without any more delay, even 


before thou {tir hence, By the grace of God I am 
reſolved preſently to turn, And becauſe I know 
mine own infufhciency, I am reſolved to wait on 


God for his grace, and to follow him in his ways, 


and forſake my former companions, and give up 
myſelf to the guidance of the Lord, | 


* __ 
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HE Lord condeſcends to reaſon the caſe. with 
L unconverted ſinners, and to aſk them why 
they will die! £ 
A ſtrange diſputation it is, both as to the con- 
troverſy: and as to the diſputants, | 3 
1. The controverſy, or queſtion propounded, 
Why wicked men will damn themſelves? Or, 
Why they will rather die than turn ? Whether 
they have any ſufficient reaſon for ſo doing? 
2. The diſputants are God and man: the moſt 
holy God, and wicked unconverted ſinners, 
Is it not a ſtrange thing, that any man ſhould be 
willing to die, and be damned? Yea, that this 


- ſhould be the caſe of the greateſt part of the world? 


But you will ſay, This cannot be; for nature defires 


+ the preſervation of itſelf. 


I anſwer, 1. It is a certain truth that no man can 
will any evil as evil, but only as it has ſome ap- 
pearance of good, Miſery, as ſuch, is defired By 

| | ; none. 
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none. 2. But yet, it is moſt true that the cauſe 
why the wicked die and are damned, is becauſe 
they will die and be damned, And this i is true in 
ſeveral reſpeQs. 


1. They will go the way that leads to hell; 


though they are told by God, and man, whither it 
leads; and though God has ſo often profeſſed in 
his word, that if they hold on in that way, they 
hall be condemned; and that they ſhall not be 
ſaved, unleſs they turn. They have the word, and 
the oath of the living God for it, that if they will 


not turn, they ſhall not enter into his reſt. And 


yet, wicked they are, and wicked they will be, 
let God and man ſay what they will. So that 
conſequentially theſe men are willing to be damned, 
N not directly: they chufe tle way to bell, 
and love the certain cauſe of their torments : 
though they do not will hell itſelf, and do not love 
the pain which they muſt endure. 

Is not this the truth of your caſe? You would 
not burn in hell; but you will caſt yourſelves into 


as.” To would: not be tormented with devils. for 


ever, but you will do that which will certainly 


procure it. It is as if you would ſay, I will drink 


this ratſbane ; but 7 _ not die. I will caſt myſelf 


_ headlo F. the tap of a ſteeple, but yet 1 will net 


kill bach 1 will 117 this knife into my heart, but 
J will not take away my life. Juſt lon is with wicked 


men; they will be wicked, and yet they would 
not be damned. But do you not know that God 


bas by his righteous law concluded that you muſt 


. Tepent or periſh? He that will take poiſon, may 


as well lay plainly, I will kill myſelf ; for it will 


. no better in the end; though perhaps he 


oved it for the ſweetneſs of the ſugar that was 


mixt with it, and would not be perſuaded that it 
Was poiſon; but it is not his conceit and confi- 


* 2 


dence that will ſave his life. So if you will be 


ditrurtards, or fornicators, or worldlings, or live 


after the fleſh, you may as well ſay plainly, we 
« will be damned: for ſo you * a unleſs you 


turn, 
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turn. Would you not rebuke the folly of a thief, ' 
or murderer, that would ſay, I will ſteal or hill, but 
I will not be kanged, when be knows that if he do 
the one, the Judge w1ll ſee that the other be done? 
If he lay, 7 will ſteal and murder, he may as well 
ſay plainly, I will be hanged ; and if you will go 
on in a carnal life, you may as, well ſay plainly, 
we will go to hell, | 
5 ee The wicked will not ufe thoſe means, 
without which there 15 no hope of their ſalvation, He 
that will not eat, may as well {ay plainly he will 
not live, unleſs he can tell how to live without 
meat, He that will not go his journey, may as; 
well ſay plainly, he will not come to the end of. 
it, He that falls into the water, and will not come 
out, or ſuffer another to help him out, may as well 
ſay plainly, he will be drowned. So if you be un- 
dab „and will not be converted, or uſe the means 
y which you ſhould be converted, you may as well 
ſay plainly, you will be damned. For if you have 
found out a way to be ſaved without converſion, 
you have done that which was never done before. 
So that you may ſee, on what ground it is that 
God ſuppoſes that the wicked will their own. de- 
ſtruction; they will not turn, though they mult turn 
or die; they will rather venture, on certain miſery, ' 
than be converted; and then to quiet themſelves 
in their ſins, they make themſelves believe that 
they ſhall nevertheleſs eſcape. | op 
2. And as this controverſy is matter of wonder, 
ſo are the diſputants too. That God ſhould ſtoqp 
o low, as thus to plead the caſe with man; and that 
men ſhould be ſo ſtrangely blind, and obſtinate, as 
to need all this in fo plain a caſe, yea, and to reſiſt 
* when their own ſalvation lies upon the 
lue. | 
No wonder if they will not hear us, who are 
men, when they will not hear the Lord himſelf: 
as Cod ſays, Ezek, iii. 7, when he ſent the pro- 
Phet, ta the 1fraclites, The houfer of Iirael: will. not 


hearken 


* 
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hearken unto tee; for they will not hearken unto me: 
for all the houſe of Iſrael are impudent, and hard- - 
hearted, But, Woe unto him (ſaith the Lord) that 


rioetſi with his Maker! Let the potfherd ftrive with 


the pot ſherds of the earth: fall the clay ſay to him 
that faſhoneth it, What makeſt thou ? Ia, xlv. 9. 


"AD. '$ E. 


HAT ſayeſt thou, unconverted wretch? 
Y - Dareſt thou venture upon a diſpute with 
God? Art thou able to confute im? Art thou 
ready to enter the lifts? God aſks thee, Why wilt 
thou die? Art thou furniſhed with a ſufficient 
_ anſwer? Wilt thou undertake to prove that God. 
ismiſtaken? O what an undertaking is that? Why, 
either he or you is miſtaken, when he is for your 
converſion, and you are againſt it; he calls upon 
you to turn, and you will not; he bids you do it 
- preiently, even to-day,” while it is called to day, 
aud you delay, and think it time enough hereafter... 
Hle lays it muſt be a total change, and you muſt be 
holy, and new creatures; and you think it is 
enough to patch up the old man, without becom- 
ing new: Who is in the right now?” God, or 
you? God calls'on you to turn, and to live a holy 
life, and you will not; by your diſobedient lives, 
it appears you will not. If you will, why do you 
— Why have you not done it all this while? 
And why do you not fall upon it yet? Your wills 
- have the command of your lives. We may cer- 
tainly conclude that you are unwilling to turn, when 
you do not turn, And why will you not? Can 
you give any reaſon for it, that is worthy to be 
: Talled-a reaſon? + tf 5 55 > | | 
It can be no good reaſon which is againſt the 
God of truth. That cannot be light which is con- 
_ trary to the ſun. There is no knowledge in any 
creature; but What it had from God; and therefore. 
none can be wiſer than God. It were damnable 
preſumption for the higheſt angel to compare 9 4 
N . £1 is 
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his Creator: what is it then for a lump of dirt, au 


ignorant fot, that knows not himſelf, nor his own 
ſoul, that knows but little of the things which he 
ſees, to ſet himſelf againſt the wiſdom of the Lord ? 
It is one of the fulleſt diſcoveries of the horrible 


-wickednefs, and the ſtark-madneſs of ſinners, that 


ſo ſilly a mole dare contraditt his Maker, and call 
in queſtion the word of God, 

And as | know that God muſt needs he in the right, 
ſo I know the cafe ts ſo palpable which he pleads 
againſt, that no man can. have reaſon for ir, Is it 

oſſible that a man can have any reaſon to break 

is maſter's laws? Reaſon to diſhonour the Lord 


of glory? Reaſon to abuſe the Lord that bought 


him ? Is it poſſible that a man can have any good 
reaſon to damn his own immortal foul ? Mark the 
Lord's queſtion, Turn ye, turn ye, why will ye die? 
Is eternal death a thing to be defired ? Are you in 
love with hell? What reaſon have you, wilfully 
to periſh? If you think you have ſome reaſon to 
n, ſhould you not remember that Death is the 
wages of fin? And think whether you have any 
reaſon to undo yourſelves, body and ſoul for ever. 
You ſhould not only aſk whether you love the adder, 
but whether you love the ſting? ls it ſuch a thing 
for a man to caſt away his everlaſting happineſs, 
that no good reaſon can be given for it: but the 
more any one pleads for it, the madder he ſhews 
himſelf to be. Had you a lordſhip, or a kingdom 
offered you for every fin that you commit, it were 


not reaſon, but madneſs to accept it. Could you 


by every fin obtain the higheſt thing on earth, that 
fleſh defires, it were of no conſiderable value to 
perſuade you to commit it, If it were to pleaſe 
your greateſt or deareſt friends, or to obey the 
greateſt Prince on earth, or to ſave your lives, or 
to eſcape the greateſt carthly miſery ; all theſe are 
of no confideration, to draw a man to the commit- 
ting of one fin. If it were a right hand, or a right 


eye that would hinder your ſalvation, it is the 


gainfulleſt way to cut it off, or pluck it out, For 
| & there 


be — — — — 
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there is no ſaving a part, when you loſe the whole. 
So exceeding great are the matters of eternity, that 
nothing in this world deſerves to be named in 
compariſon with them; nor can any earthly thing, 
though it were life, or crowns, or kingdoms, be a 
reaſonable excuſe for the neglect of matters of 
everlaſting conſequence. Heaven is ſuch a thing, 
that. if you loſe it, nothing can ſupply the want, or 
make up your loſs: and hell is ſuch a thing, that 
if you ſuffer it, nothing can remove your milery, 
or give you eale and comfort. And therefore no- 
N can be a valuable conſideration to excuſe 
you for neglecting your own ſalvation: What fhall 
it profit a man to gain the whole world, and loſe his own 
foul ? | PT | 
Py that you did but know what matters they are 
which weare now ſpeaking of! There is never a 
foul in hell but knows, by this time, that it was a 
mad exchange to let go heaven for fleſhly pleaſure ; 
and that it is not a little mirth, or pleaſure, or 
worldly riches, or honour, that will make him a 
Javer that loſes his ſoul, * 
If you ſee a man put his hand into the fire till it 
burn off, you will marvel at it ; but this is a thing 
which a man may have reaſon for; as Biſhop 
Cranmer had, when he burnt off his hand for ſub- 
'ſ{cribing to popery. If you ſee a man cut off a leg, 
or an arm, it is a ſad fight; but this is a thing that a 
man may have good reaſon for: as many a man 
does, to ſave his life, If you ſee a man give his 
body to be burnt to aſhes, and refuſe deliverance 
when it is offered; this is a hard caſe to fleſh and 
blood: but this a man may have good reaſon for, 
as many hundred martyrs have done. But for a 
man to run into the fire of hell; this is a thing 
which can have no reaſon in the world to juſtify 
it. For heaven will pay for the loſs of any thing 
we can loſe to get it, or for any labour which we 
| beſtow for it. But nothing can pay for the loſs of 
heaven, 3 ; 


I beſeech 
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I beſeech you now let this word come nearer to 
your hearts, As you are convinced that you have 
no reaſon to deſtroy yourſelves, tell me what rea- 
ſon you have to refuſe to turn and live to God ? 
What reaſon has the molt ignorant, careleſs finner 
of you all, that he ſhould not be as careful for his 
{oul as any other? Will not hell he as hot to you 
as to others ? Should not your own ſouls be as dear 
to you as theirs to them? Has not God as much auto- 
rity over you ? Why then will you not become a 
ſanctiſed people, as well as they ? 


And now either you have reaſon for what you do, 


or you have not. If not; will you go on againſt 
Reaſon itſelf? But you think you have; reaſon 
the caſe a little with me your fellow-creature, which 
is far eaſier than to reaſon the caſe with God. Tel] 


me, man, here before the Lord, as if thou wert to 


die this hour, why ſhouldſt thou not reſolve to turn 
this day, before thou ſtir From the wp thou 
ſtandeſt in? What reaſon haft thou to deny, or ta 


delay? Haſt thou any reaſon that fatisfies thine own * 


conſcience for it? Or any that thou dareſt plead at 
the bar of God? If thou haſt, let us hear them, 
bring them forth, But alas, what nonſenſe, inſtead 
of reaſons, do we daily hear from ungodly men? 

1. One fays, If none all be ſaved but fuch ſanc- 
tified ones as you talk of, heaven will be but empty e 
God helþ a great many. | : 

What! It ſeems you think that Cod does nat 
know, or elſe that he is not to be believed! mea- 
fure not all by yourſelves; God has thoufands and 
millions of his ſanCtified ones: but yet they are few 
in compariſon of the world, It better becomes 
you to make that uſe of this truth which Chriſt 
teaches you: Strive to enter in at the ſtrait gate for 
ſtrait is the gate, and narrow is the way that leadeth 


unto life, and few there be that find it; but wide is the 


gate, and broad is the way that leadeth to deſtruction, 
and many they be that go in thereat. 
Object 
mall have ſtore of company. 
| E 2 Anſw, 


2. J am ſure, if ſuch as I go to hell, we 
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Anſw. And will that be any eaſe, or comfort to 
you? Or do you think you may not have company 
enough in heaven? Will you be undone for com- 
pany ? Or will you not believe that God will exe- 
cute his threatenings, becauſe there are ſo many 
that are guilty ? Þ 

Object. 3. But I am no uh remon ger, nor drunkard, 
nor opprefſor ; and therefore why ſhould you call upon 
me to be converted. | 

Ainſw. As if you were not born after the , ſh, and 
had Yo lived 3 the fleſh as ably g Is it 
not as great a ſin as any of theſe, for a man to have 
an earthly mind, and to love the world above God, 
and to have an unbelieving, unhumbled heart ? 
Nay, let me tell you more, that many perſons who 
avoid diſgraceful fins, are as faſt glued to the world, 
and as much ſlaves to the fleſh, and as great rangers 
io God, and averſe to heaven, as others are in their 
more ſhameful notorious (ins, 5 
Ob jct. 4. But I mean nobody any harm, nor do any 
.* harm and why then ſhould God condemn me ? a 
 Anfe., Is it no harm to negledt the Lord that 
made thee, and the work for which thou cameſt 
into the world, and to prefer the creature before 
the Creator, and to neglect grace which is daily 
offered thee ? It is the depth of thy ſinfulneſs to 
be ſo inſenſible of it: the dead feel not that they 
are dead. If once thou wert alive, thou wouldſt 
ſee enough amiſs in thyſelf, and marvel at thyſelf 
for making ſo light of it, 

Object. 3. 7think you would make men mad, under 
pretence of converting them. | 

Anfſw. 1. Can you be madder than you are al- 
ready ? Or at leaſt can there be a more dangerous 
madneſs, than to negle& your everlaſting welfare, 
and will undo yourſelves? 

A man is never well in his wits till he be con- 
verted; he never knows God, not knows fin, nor 
knows Chriſt, nor knows the world, nor himſelf, 
not What his buſineſs is on earth, fo as to ſet 

Fog 8 himſeli, 
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himſelf about it. It is a wiſe world, when men 
will run into hell for fear of being out of their 
wits. | | 

2, What is there in the work which Chriſt calls 
4 N that ſhould drive a man out of his ſenſes? 

s it the loving God, and calling upon him, and 
thinking of the glory to come, and the forſaking 
our ſins, and loving one another, and delighting 
ourſelves in the ſervice of God? Are theſe ſuch 
things as make men mad? a 

3. And whereas you ſay that theſe matters are 
too high for us; are the matters which we are made 
Vor, and which we live for, too high for us to meddle 
with? This is plainly to un-man us, and to make 
beaſts of us, as if we were like them that mult 
meddle with no higher matters than what belong 
to fleſh and earth. If heaven be too high for you to 
think on, it will be too high for you ever to poſſeſs. 

4. If God ſhould ſometimes f ſuffer any weak- 
headed perſons to be diſtractsd by thinking of 
eternal things; this is becauſe they miſunderſtand 
them, and run without a guide, But of the two, I 
had rather be in the caſe of ſuch a one, than in that 
of the mad unconverted world, who take their dil- 
tration to be their wiſdom. 

Odject. 6. J do not fee that it goes any better with 
thoſe who are ſo godly, than with other men, They 
are as poor, and in as much trouble as others, | 

Anſw, e much more ſo, when God 
ſees it meet. ey take not earthly proſperity for 
their wages. They have laid up their treaſure in 
another world, or elſe they are not chriſtians. The 
leſs they Rude, the more is behind ; and they are 
content to wait till then. * 

Object. 7. When you have aid all that you can, I 
am reſolved to hope well, and truſt in God, and do ag 
well as I can, and not make ſo much ado. 

Anſw. 1. Is that doing as well as you can, when 
you will not turn to God, but your heart is againft 
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his holy-ſervice? It is as well as you will indeed ; 
but that is your miſery. 

2. My deſire is, that you ſhould hope in God: 
but for what is it that you will hope? Is it to be 
ſaved, if you turn and be ſanQified ? For this you 
have God's promiſe ; and therefore hope for it, and 
ſpare not. But if you hope to be ſaved without con- 
_ verſion ; this is not to hope in God, but in Satan, 
For God has given you no ſuch promiſe, but told 
you the contrary ; but it is Satan that made you 
ſuck promiſes, and raiſed you to ſuch hopes. 

What ſay you, unconverted ſinners? Have you 
any good reaſon to give, why you ſhould not turn, 
and preſently turn with all your hearts? Or will 
you go to hell in deſpite of reaſon itſelf? Conſider 
what you do in time, for it will ſhortly be too late 
to conſider, Can you find any fault with God, or 
His work, or wages? Is he a bad maſter? Is the 
devil whom you ferve, a better ? Is there any harm 
inaholy life? Is a life of ungodlineſs better? Do 
vou think in your conſciences that it, would do- 
you any harm to be converted, and live a holy 
fe? What harm can it do you? Is it harm to you 
to have the Spirit of Chriſt within you? And to 
have a purified heart? Is it evilto be like God? Is: 
it not ſaid that Cod made man in his image? Why, 
this holineſs is his image this Adam loſt, and this 
Chriſt by his word and ſpirit would reſtore to you, 
as he does to all that will be faved. Tell me truly, 
as before. the Lord; though you are loth to live a 
holy life, had not you rather die in the caſe of thoſe 
that do fo, than of others? If you were to die this 
day, had not you rather die in the cafe of a con- 
verted man, than of the unconverted ?. Of a holy, 
and heavenly man, than of a carnal, earthly man ? 
And would you not ſay as Balaam, Numb. xxiii. 10, 
Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my laſt 
end be like his? And why will you not now be of 
the mind which you will be of then ? Firſt, or laſt, 
* | you 
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you muſt come to this; either to be converted, or 
to wiſh you had been, when it is too late. 

But what is it that you are afraid of loſing, if you. 
Turn? Is it your friends? You will but change 

them: God will be your Friend, and Chriſt and the 
Spirit will be your Friend, and every Chriltian will 
be your Friend, You will get 2 that will: 
ſtand you in more ſtead than all the friends in the- 
world could have done. The friends you ls/e would: 
but have-enticed. you to hell, but could not have: 
delivered you; but the friend you get will ſave you. 
from hell, and bring you to-eternal reſt, 

Is it your pleaſures that you are afraid of loſing 7 
You think you ſhall never have a-merry day «= | 
if once you be converted. Alas, that you ſhould. 
think it a greater pleaſure to live in fooliſh ſports. 
and merriments, than live in the love of God, and 
in righteouſneſs, and peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt, If it be a greater pleaſure to you to think. 
of your lands and inheritance (if you. were Lord of: 
all the country) than it is to a child to play for pins; 
why ſhould. it not be a greater joy for you to think. 
of the kingdom of heaven being yours, than of all 
the riches or pleaſures. of the world ? I have had 
myſelf but a little taſte of the heavenly pleaſures. - 
in the fore-thoughts of the bleſſed day, and in the 

reſent perſuaſion of the-Love of God in Chriſt; 
but I have taken too deep a draught of earthly. 

pleaſures; and yet I muſti-profeſs-from-that little 
experience, that there is no compariſon : there is. 
more joy to be had. in a day (if the Sun of life 
ſhine clear upon us) in the ſtate of holineſs, than 
in a whole life of finful pleaſures. It is but your 
unſanctified nature, that makes a. holy life ſeem 
grievous to you. If you will Turn, the Holy Ghoſt: 
will-give you another nature, and then it will be- 
more pleaſant to you ta be rid of your fin, than 
now it is to keef-it: and you will then ſay, that 
you knew not what a comfortable life was till 
now, and that it was never well with: you till 
God and holineſs were your delight, 
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TF after all this, men will not Turn, it is not the 
1 fault of God that they are condemned, but of 
themſelves, even their own wilfulnels, They die 
becauſe they will die, that is, becaufe they will 
not Turn. N 
If you will go to hell, what remedy ; God here 
acquits himſelf of your blood: it ſhall not lie on 
him, if you be loſt, A negligent miniſter may draw 
it upon himſelf; and thoſe that encourage you, or 
hinder you not in fin, may draw 1t upon themſelves; 
but be ſure of it, it ſhall not lie upon God, Ihe 
Lord ſays, concerning his unprofitable vineyard, 
Ha. v. 3, 4, Judge, 1 pray, betwixt me and my Vine- 
yard. What could have been done more to my vineyard, 
that I have not done in it? What could he have 
done more? He has made you men, and endued 
you with "reaſon ? he has furniſhed you with all 
external neceſſaries, all creatures are at your ſer— 
vice; he has given you a righteous perfect law, 
When you had broke it, and undone yourlelves, 
he had pity on you, and ſent his Son by a miracle 
of condeſcending mercy to die for you, and be a 
ſacrifice for your fins, and he was in Chrift reconciling 
the world unto himſelf, The, Lord Jeſus has made 
you a deed of gift himſelf, and eternal life with 
him, on the condition you will but accept it, and 
return. He has on this reaſonable condition offered 
you the free pardon of all your ſins; he has writ- 
ten this in his word, and ſealed it by his Spirit, 
and ſent it you by his miniſters: they have made the 
offer to you an hundred, and an hundred times, 
and called you to accept it, and turn to God. They 
have-in his name intreated you, and reaſoned the 
. caſe with you, and anſwered all your frivolous 
objections. He has long waited on you, and ſtaid 
your leiſure, and ſuffered you to abuſe him to his 
face. He has merci fully ſuſtained you in the midſt 
of your fins: he has compaſſed you about with all 
| ſorts of mercies ; he has alſo intermixed affliftions 
to 
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to remind you of your folly, and call you to your 
ſenſes: and his Spirit has been often ſtriving with 
your hearts, and ſaying, 4 Turn, finner, turn to him 
that calls thee? Whither art thou going? What 
art, thou doing? Doſt thou know what will be the 
end P. How long wilt thou hate thy friends, and 
love thine enemies? When wilt thou let go all, and 
Turn, and deliver up thyſelf to God, nd give thy 

| Redeemer the poſſeſſion of thy ſoul ? When ſhall 
it once be?” Theſe pleadings have been uſed 
with thee. And when thou halt delayed, thou haſt 
been urged to make haſte, and God has called to 
thee, To-day, while it is called to-day, harden not your 
h:art : Why not now without any more delay? Life has 
been let before you; the joys of heaven have been 
opened to you in the goſpel; the certainty of them 
has been manifeſted: the certainty of the everlaſt- 
ing torments of the damed has been declared to. 
you. Unleſs you would have had a fight of heaven 
and hell, what could you have deſired more? Chriſt 
has been, as it were, ſet forth crucified before your 
eyes. You have been a hundred times told, that 
you are but loſt men till you come to him: as of- 
ten you have been told of the evil of ſin, of the 
vanity of fin, the world, and all the pleaſures and 
wealth it can afford; of the ſhortneſs and uncer- 
tainty of your lives, and the endleſs duration of the 
Joy, or torment, of the life to come. All this, and 
more than this you have been told, and told again; 
and though all this has not converted you, yet you 
are alive, and might have mercy this day, if you 
had but hearts to entertain it. And now let Rea- 
fon itſelf be judge : whether it be the fault of God 
or you, if after all this you will be unconverted 
and be damned! If you die now, it is becauſe you 
will die, What could be ſaid more to you ? of 
w hat courſe can be taken, that is likelier to prevail ? 
Are you able to ſay, and make it good, Ve would 
fain- have been converted, and become new creatures, but 
we would not ; we could have fain forſaken our 2 
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but could not ; we would have changed our company, and 
our thoughts, and our diſcourſe, but we could not. 
Why could you not, if you would? What hin- 
dered you but the wickedneſs of your hearts? Who 
forced you to fin? or who held you back from Duty? 
Did God put in any exceptions againſt you in his 
word, when he invited ſinners to return; and when 
he promiſed mercy to thoſe who do return? Did 
he lay, I will pardon all that repent except thee ? Did 
he ſhut you out from the liberty of his holy Wor- 
ſhip ? Did he forbid you to pray to him.any more 
than others? You know he did not,. God did 
not drive you away from him, but you ran. away 
yourſelves. And when he called you to him, you 
would not come; If God had excepted you out of 
the genera] promiſe and offer of mercy: or had 
laid to you, Stand of, I will have nothing to do with 
uch as you, pray not to rie, for I will not hear you 2 
af you repent ever ſo much, and cry for mercy ever ſo 
much, I will not regard you then you had a fair ex- 
cuſe. You might have ſaid, To what end ſhould I 
at and turn, when it will do no good ? But this 
was not your caſe. You might have had Chriſt to 
be your Lord and Saviour, your Head and Huſband 
as well as others, and you would not, becauſe you 
felt not yourſelf ſick enough for the phyſician ;. 
and becauſe you could. not ſpare your di 


N 


iſeaſe; in 
your hearts you ſaid as thoſe rebels, Luke xix. 14, 
We will not have this man to reign over us, Chriſt 
would have gathered you under the wings of his ſalva- 
tion, and you would not, W hat defireg of your wel- 
fare did the Lord expreſs in his holy word ? With 
what compaſſion did he ſtand over you and ſay, 0 
that my en had hearkened unto me, and that they 

fad walked in my ways! O that there were ſuch a 


heart in this people, that they would fear me, and keep 
all my commandments always, that it muy ht be well with F 
them, and with their children for ever! O that they 
were wiſe, that they underſtood this! and that they | 
would confider their latter end! He would have 
been your God, and done all for you that pour 

: fouls 
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ſouls could deſire: but you loved the world and 
your fleſh above him, and therefore you would not 
hearken to him: though you complimented with 
him, and gave him high titles, yet when it came to 
the cloſing, you would have none of him, No marvel 
then, if He gave you up to your own hearts: luſts, and 
you walked in your own counſels. He condeſcends to 
reaſon, and pleads the cale with you, and aſks you 
„What is therear” me, or my ſervice, that you 
| ſhould be ſo much againſt me ! What harm have [ 
done thee, ſinner! Have I deſerved this unkind 
dealing at thy hand! Many mercies have I ſhewed 
thee; for which of them doſt thou thus deſpiſe me? 
Is it I, or is it Satan, that is thy enemy? Is it I, 
or is it thyſelf, that would undo thee ? Is it a holy 
life, or a life of {fin which thou haſt cauſe to fly 
from? If thou be undone, thou procureſt this to 
thyſelf, by forſaking me the Lord that would have 
ſaved thee.” Do ye thus requite the Lord, O fooliſh 
people, and unwiſe ? Is he not thy Father that. hath 
bought thee? Hath he not made thee, and eftabliſhed 
thee? Deut. xxx1i, 6. When he -ſaw that you for- 
ſook him even for nothing, and turned away from 
your Lord, to hunt after the chaff. and feathers of 
the world, he told you of your folly, and called 
you to a more profitable employment, Iſa. lv, 2, g, 
Wherefore do ye ſpend money ſor that whuth ig not 
bread, and your labour for that which” fatisfieth not ? 
Hearten diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is 
good, and let your ſoul delight itſelf in fatneſs. Incline 
your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your ſoul fhall 
- live; and I will make an 2 covenant with 
you, even the ſure mercies of David. And when 
you would not hear, what complaints have you 
put him to, charging it on you as. your wilfulneſs 
and ſtubbornneſs] Be aftoniſhed, O ye heavens, at 
this, and be horribly afraid. For my people have com- 
- mitted two evils : they have forſaken me the Fountain of 
living waters: and hewed them out ciſterns, broken cif- 
terns that can hold no water. Many a time has Chriſt 
_ proclaimed the free invitation to you, Rev, xxii. 17, 
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Let him that is athirſt, come : and whoſoever will, let 
him take the water of fe freely, But you oblige him 
to complain after all his offers, They will not come 
unto me that they may have life, John v. 40. He has 
invited you to a feaſt with him in the kingdom of 
his grace; and you have had excuſes from your 
grounds, and your cattle, and your worldly buſi- 
- neſs, and when you would not come, you ſaid you 
Could not; and provoked him to reſolve, that you 
ſhould never taſte of his ſupper. And whole fault 
is it now but your own? And what can you ſay is 
the chief cauſe of your damnation, but your own 
Wills? you would be damned. | 


U S B. 


1. T*ROM hence you may ſee, not only what 
blaſphemy and impiety it is, to lay the blame 
of men's deſtruftion upon God ; but alſo how unfit 
theſe wicked wretches are to bring in ſuch a 
charge againſt their Maker. They cry out againſt 
God, and ſay, He gives them not grace, and his 
threatenings are ſevere, and God forbid that all 
ſhovld be damned that are not converted; and the 
think it hard meaſure that a ſhort ſin ſhould have 
an endleſs ſuffering: and if they be damned, they 
fay, they cannot help it: when, in the mean time, 
they are buly about their. own deſtruction, even 
cutting the throat of their own fouls, and will not 
be perſuaded to hold their hands. They think God 
would be cruel, if he ſhould damn them: and yet 
they are ſo cruel to themſelves, that they will run 
into the fire of hell: when God has told them it is 
a little before them, and neither intreaties nor 
threatenings, nor any thing that can be ſaid, will top 
them. We ſee them almoſt undone : their careleſs, 
worldly lives tell us that they are in the power of 
the devil; we know if they die before they are 
converted, all the world cannot fave them: and 
knowing the uncertainty of their lives, we are 
afraid every day leſt they drop into the fire. And 
% therefore 
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therefore we intreat them to pity their own ſouls, 
and not to undo themſelves when mercy is at hand; 
and they will not hear us, We intreat them to caſt 
away their ſin, and come to Chriſt without delay, 
and to have ſome mercy on themſelves; but they will 
have none. And yet they think, that God muſt be 
cruel, if he condemn them, O wilful, wretched 
finners! It is not God that is cruel to you; it is you 
that are cruel to yourſelves. You are told you muſt 
Turn or burn, and yet you Turn not, ou are told 
that if you-will keep your ſins, you ſhall keep the 
curſe of God with them; and yet you will keep 
them. You are told that there is no way to happi- 
neſs but by holineſs, and yet you will not be bot: a 
What would you have God ſay more to you? What 
would you have bim do with his mercy? He 
offers it you, and you will not have it. You are 
In the ditch of fin and miſery, and he would give 
ou his hand to help you out, and you refuſe his 
twp he would cleanſe you from your ſins, and 
ou would rather keep them, Would you hava 
kim bring you to heaven, whether you will or no? 
Or would you have him bring you and your fins to 
heaven together? Why, that's an impoſſibility; 
you may as well expect he ſhould turn the ſun into 
darkneſs, What! an unſanctified heart be in heaven? 
It cannot be: There nothing entereth that is unclean, 
Rev. xxi. 27. All the day long hath he ſtretched out 
his hand to a diſobedient and gain. ſaying people. What 
will you do now? Will you cry to God for mercy? 
Why God calls upon you to have mercy upon your- 
felves, and you will not. Miniſters ſee the poi- 
ſoned cup in the drunkard's band, and tell him 
There is poiſon in it, and deſire him to have mercy on 
his ſoul, and forbear, and he will not hear us: drink 
it he muſt and will: he loves it, and therefore though 
hell comes next, he ſays he cannot help it, What 
ſhould one ſay to ſuch men as theſe? We tell the 
\Ungodly, * It is not ſuch a life that will ſerve the 
turn, or ever bring you to heaven, If a bear was 
at your back, you At"; mend your pace: and 


when 
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when the curſe of God is at your back, and Satan 

and hell are at your back, will you not ſtir, but aſk, 

what needs all this ado? Is an immortal ſoul of 

no more worth? O have mercy upon yourſelves!” 

: But they will have no mercy on themſelves. We 
tell them, the end will be bitter. Who can dwell 

with everlaſting fire? And yet they will have no 

mercy upon themſelves. And will theſe ſhameleſs 
wretches ſay, that God is more merciful than to, 
condemn them ? when it is themſelves that cruelly 

ö run upon condemnation, and we cannot ſtop them. 
If we fall down on our knees to them, we cannot 

ftop them; but to hell they will go, and yet will 

not believe that they are going thither, If we beg 

of them for the ſake of God that made them, and 
1 them; for the ſake of Chriſt who died 

or them ; for the ſake of their own poor ſouls, to, 

pity themſelves, and go no further in the way to 

ell, but come to Chriſt while his arms are open, 

and enter into the ſtate of life while the door ſtands 

open, and now take mercy, while mercy may be 

had; they will not be perſuaded, And yet they 

ſay, I hope God will be merciful, Did you never 

conſider what he lays, Iſa, xxvii, 11, I. is a people 

no underſtanding ; wal he that made them will 

ew them no favour. If another man will not 

clothe you when you are naked, and feed you 
WW when you are hungry, you will ſay he is unmer- 

3 ciful, If he ſhould caſt you into priſon, or beat 
and torment you, you would ſay he is unmerciful. 
And yet you will do a thouſand times more againſt 
yourſelves, even caſt away both ſoul and body for 
ever, and never complain of your own unmerci- 
fulneſs. Yea, and God, who waited upon you all 
the while with his mercy, muſt be taken to be un- 
merciful, if he * you after all this. Unleſs 
the holy God of heaven will give theſe wretches 
leave to trample upon his Son's blood, and do deſ- 
ite to the Spirit of grace, and ſet more lightly by 
aving mercy, than by the filth of their fleſhly 
529 >. I pleaſures ; 
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pleaſures ; and unleſs aſter all this he will fave them 
by the mercy which they caſt away, God himſelf 
muſt be called unmerciful. But he will be juſtified 
when he judgeth : and he will not ſtand or fall at 
the bar of a finful worm, 

2, From hence you may oblerve, 1. What a ſub- 
til tempter Satan is. 2. What a deceitful thing fin 
is. 3. What a fooliſh creature corrupted man is, A 
Jubtil tempter indeed, that can perſuade the greateſt 
part of the world to go wilfully into everlaſting 
fire, when they have ſo many warnings and dif- 
ſuaſives. A deceitful thing ts fin indeed, that can 
bewitch ſo many thouſands to part with everlaſting 
life, for a thing ſo baſe and utterly unworthy! 4 
foolifh creature is man, that will be cheated of his 
ſalvation for nothing, yea, for a known nothing; and 
that by an enemy, and a known enemy, You 
would think it impoſſible that any man ſhould be 
perſuaded for a little to caſt himſelf into the fire, or 
water, to the deſtruftion of his life; and yet men 
will be enticed to caſt themſelves into hell. If your 
natural lives were in your own hands, ſo that you 
ſhould not die till you would kill yourſelves, how 
long would moſt of you live? and yet when your 
everlaſting life is ſo far in your own hands under 
God, that you cannot be undone till you undo 
yourſelves, how few of you will forbear your own 
undoing P. Ah, what a filly thing is man! and what 
a bewitching and befooling thing is fin! 

Laſtly: you may hence learn, that the groves N 
enemy to man is himſelf; and the greateſt judg- 
ment in this life that can befal him, is to be left to 
himſelf; and that the great work which grace has 
to do, is to ſave us from ourſelves: and the greateſt 
complaints of men ſhould be againſt themſelves ; 
and that the greateſt work that we have to do our- 
ſelves, is to reſiſt oui ſelves; and the greateſt enemy 
which we ſhould daily pray, and watch, and ſtrive 
againſt, is our own hearts and wills; and the 
greateſt part of your work, if you would do good to 
others, and help them to heaven, is to fave them 

| F 2 from 
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from themſelves, even from their own blind un- 
derſtandings, and corrupted wills, and perverſe af- 
fections, and violent paſſions, and unruly ſenſes; I 
only name all theſe for brevity's ſake, and leave 
them to your further confideration, 

Well, now we have found out the great murderer 
of ſouls, (even men's ſelves, their own wills) what 
remains but that you confeſs this great iniquity be- 
fore the Lord, and be humbled for it, and do ſo no 
more? To theſe-three ends diſtinaly, I ſhall add 
a few words more, 1. Further to convince you. 2. 
To humble you. And g. To reform you, 

1. We know ſo much of the exceeding gracious 
nature of God who is willing to do good, and de- 
lights to ſhew mercy, that we have na reaſon to 
ſuſpect him of being the cauſe of our death, or to 
call him cruel, He made all good, and he pre- 
ferves and maintains all; the eyes of all things 
wait upon him, and he gives them their meat in 
due feaſon; he opens his hand, and ſatisfies the de- 
fires of all the Rs He is not only righteous in all 
Ris ways, (and therefore will deal juſtly) and holy in 
all his works, (and therefore not the author of ſin) 
but ke 25 40% good to all; and his tender mercies are 
over all his works. | | 

But as for man, we know his mind is dark, his 
will is perverſe, his affections carry him ſo head- 
long, that he is fitted by his folly and corruption 
to ſuch a work as the deſtroying of himſelf, Let no 
man ſay when he is tempted, that he is tempted of God; 
for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth 
he any man, (to draw him to fin) but every man is 
tempted, when he is drawn away of his own fuſe, and 
enticed, Gary when luſt hath 38 it yy." 

th fin; and fin when it is finiſhed, bringeth forth 
1 You 2 here that an 4 the hs of your 
own concupiſcence, and that death is the n 
of your own fin, and the fruit which it will yiel 
you as ſoon as it is ripe. You have a treaſure of 
evil in yourſelyes, as a ſpider hath of poiſori, from 

J | | whence 
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whence you are bringing forth hurt to yourſelves, 
and ſpinning ſuch webs as entangle your own ſouls, 

2. Nt is evident that you are your own deſtroyers, 
in that you are ſo ready to entertain any temptation 
that is offered. Satan is ſcarce readier to move you 
to any evil, than you are ready to do as he would 
have you. If he would tempt your underſtanding 
to error and prejudice, you yield, If he would 
hinder you from good reſolutions, it is ſoon done, 
If he would kindle any vile affection or deſire in 
you, it is ſoon done: if he would drive you on to 
evil thoughts, or deeds, you are fo free, that he 
needs no ſpur: if he would keep you from holy 
thoughts, and words, and ways, a little does it, you 
need no curb, You examine not his ſuggeſtions, 
nor reſiſt them with any reſolution, nor caſt them 
out as he caſts them in, nor quench the ſparks 
when he endeavours to kindle; but ſet ja with 
him, and meet him half way, and embrace his mo- 
tzons, and tempt him to tempt you. 

g. Your deſtruction is evidently owing to yours 
felves, in that you reſiſt all who would help to ſave 
you. God would help and fave you by his word, 
and you reſiſt it; it is too {trift for you, He wouid 
ſanctify you by his Spirit, but you reſiſt and quench 
it. If any man reprove you for your fin, you 
fly in his face; if he tell you of your danger, you 
give him little thanks, but either bid him look to 
himſelf, or at beſt put him off with heartleſs 
thanks. 

4. Moreover, it is apparent, that you are ſelf. 
deſtroyers, in that you draw the matter of your jim 
and deſtruction even from the bleſſed God himſelf, You 
like not the conttivances of his- wiſdom: you like 
not his juſtice, but take it for cruelty ; you like not 
his holineſs, but are ready to think he is fuch a 
one as yourlelves, Pſal. I. 2z, and makes as light of 
fin as yon: you like not his truth, but would have 
his threatenings, even his peremptory threatenings 
prove falſe. And his goodneſs, which you ſeem 
moſt highly to approve, you partly reſiſt, as it 

F 3 would. 
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would lead you to repentance; and partly abuſe, 
to the ſtrengthening of your ſin, as if you might 
the more freely ſin, becauſe God is merciful. 

5. Yea, you fetch deſtruction from the bleſſed Re- 
deemer, and death from the Lord of Life himſelf. No- 
thing more.emboldens you in fin, than that Chriſt 
has died for you; as if now the danger of death 
were over, and you might boldly venture: as if 
Chriſt were become a ſervant to Satan, and muſt- 
Wait upon you while you are abuſing him, And 
becauſe he is become the Phyſician of ſouls, and is 
able to fave to the uttermoſt all that come to God 
by him; you think he muſt ſave you whether you 
will come to God by him or no, So that. a great 
part of your fins are occaſioned by your bold pre- 
fumption upon the death of Chriſt, 

6. He gives them to you as the tokens of his love, 
and furniture for his ſervice, and you turn them 
againſt him to the pleaſing of your fleſh, You eat 
and drink to pleaſe your appetite, and not for the 
gory of God. Your clothes you abuſe to pride. 

our riches draw your hearts from heaven. Your 
honours and applauſe puff you up, If you have 
health and ſtrength, it makes you more ſecure. Yea, 
other men's mes; by are abuſed by you to your hurt, 

If you ſee their honours and dignity, you are pro- 
voked to envy them. If you ſee their riches, you 
are ready to covet them, If you look upon beauty, 
you are ſtirred up to luſt, And it is well if god- 
lineſs be not an eye- ſore to you. | 
7. The very gifts which God beſtows on you, and 
the ordinances of grace, you turn to fin, If you 
have better parts than others, you grow proud and 
ſelf. conceited. You take the bare hearing of your 
duty for ſo good a work, as will excule you for not 
obeying it, Your prayers are turned into fin, be- 
Cauſe you regard iniquity in your hearts, Pla. Ixvi. 
18, and depart not from iniquity, when you call on the 
name of the Lord, Your prayers are abominable, be- 
cauſe you turn away your tar from hearing the law, 


Prov, xxviii. 9, And are more ready to offer the 
| ſacrifice 
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facrifice of fools, (thinking you do God ſome ſpe- 
cial ſervice) than to hear his word, and obey it, 
Eccleſ. v. 1. 

And thus I might ſhew you in many other caſes, 
how. you turn all that comes near you to your 
own deſtruction; fo clear is it that the ungodly are 
felf-deſtroyers, and that their perdition is of 
themſelves, : 

Methinks, now, upon the confideration of what is 
ſaid, and the review. of your own ways, you ſhould 
conſider what you have done, and be aſhamed and 
deeply humbled, If you be not, I pray you conſider 
thele following truths, 

1. To be your own deſtroyers, is to ſin againſt 
the deepeſt principle in your natures, even the 
principle of ſelf- preſervation. Every thing naturally 
deſires its own welſare or perfection. And will 
you ſet yourſelves to your own deſtruction ? When 
you are commanded to love your neighbourg as 
yourſelves, it is ſuppoſed that” you naturally love 

ourſelves: but if you love your neighbours no- 
— than yourſelves, it ſeems you would have all 
the world damned. q 

2, How extremely do you crofs your own in- 
tentions! I know you intend not your own dam- 
nation even when you are procuring it: you think 
you are but doing good to yourſelves, by gratifying 
the deſires of your fleſh, But, alas, it is as a draught 
of cold water in a burning fever, which increaſeg 
the diſeaſe. If indeed you would have pleaſure, 

rofit, or honour, feek them where they are to be 

13 not in the way to hell. 
3. What pity is it that you ſhould do that againſt 
ourſelves, which none elſe in earth or hell can 
do. Ifall the world were combined againſt you, or 
all the devils in hell, they could not deſtroy you 
without yourſelves, And will you do that againſt 
yourſelves, which no one elſe can do? You have 
— thoughts of the devil, becauſe he is your 
enemy, and endeavours your deſtruction. And will 
you de worſe than devils to yourtelves? But thus 
it 
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it is with you, when you run into fin, and refuſe 
to turn at the call of God; you do more againſt 
your own fouls, than men or devils could do be- 
ſide. And if you ſhould ſet yourſelves to do your- 
ſelves the greateſt miſchief, you eould not deviſe 
a greater, | 

4. It will everlaſtingly make you your own tor- 
mentors in hell, to think that you brought yourſelves 
wilfully to that miſery, O what a griping thought 
it will be to think with yourſelves, That this was 
your own doing ! That you were warned of this day, 
and warned again, but it would not do: that you 
wilfully ſinned, and wilfully turned away from God: 
you had time as well as others, but you abuſedit: you 
had teachers as well as others, but you refuſed their 
inſtructions; you had holy examples, but you did 
not-imitate them: you were offered Chriſt, and 
grace, and glory as well as others, but you preferred 
your fleſhly pleaſure; you had a price in your 
hands, but you had not an heart to lay it out, Can it 
chooſe but torment you to think of this your folly ? 
O that your eyes were opened to ſee what you have 
done in the wilful wrbnging of your own ſouls! 
aud that you better underſtood theſe words of God, 
Prov. viii. 33, 34, 35, 30, © Hear inſtruction and be 
wiſe, and refuſe it not, Bleſſed is the man that 
heareth me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at 
the poſts of my doors. For whoſo findeth me, 
findeth life, and ſhall obtain the favour of the Lord. 
But he that ſinneth againſt me, wrongeth his own 
ſoul : all they that hate me, love death,” 


CONCLUSION, 


ND, now I am: come to the concluſion of 

this work, my heart is troubled to think how 
I ſhall leave you: leſt. after this, the {fleſh ſhould. 
{till deceive you, and the world and the devil 
ſhould keep you aſleep, and I ſhould leave you as 
1 found you, till you awake in hell. Dear friends! 
I am fo loth you ſhould lic in eveilaſting fire, that 
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T once more aſk you what you reſolve on? Will you 
turn or die?, As far as you are gone in fin, do but 
now turn and come to Chrift, and your fouls ſhall 
live. If it were your bodies which we had to deal 
with, we might know what to do for you. Though 
den would not conſent, you might be held or 

ound, while the medicine was poured down your 
throats, and hurtful things might be kept from you, 
But about your ſouls it cannot be ſo; we cannot 
convert you againſt your wills. There is no carry- 
Ing mad-men to heaven in fetters, You may be 
eondemned againſt your wills, becauſe you finned with 
your wills but you cannot be ſaved againſt your 
wills, The wiſdom of God has thought meet to lay 
man's ſalvation or deſtruction exceeding much 
upon the choice of his own will; that no man ſhall 
go to heaven who chuſes not the way to heaven; 
and no man ſhall go to hell, but ſhall be forced to 
fay, 1 have the thing I choſe ; my own will did bring 
me here, Now if I could but get you to be willing, 
to be thoroughly and reſolutely willing, the work 
were more than half done. And, alas, muſt we 
loſe our friends, and muſt they loſe their God, their 
happineſs, their fouls, for want of this? I do again 
beleech: you, as if it were on my bended knees, 
that you would hearken to your Redeemer, and 
Turn, that you may live. All you that have lived in 
Ignorance, and careleſſneſs, and preſumption to 
this day: all you that have been drowned in the 
cares of the world; and have no defire after God, 
and eternal glory; all you that are enſlaved to 
your fle ſhly deſires, of meats, and drinks, ſports, 
and luſts: and all you that know not the neceſſity 
of holineſs, and never were acquainted with the 
ſanctifying work of the Holy Ghoſt upon your 
fouls ; that never embraced your bleſſed Redeemer 
by a lively faith, and with admiring and thankful 
apprehenſions of his love, and that never felt a 
higher eſtimation of God and heaven, and a 
heartier love to them, than to the things below: 1 
- earneſtly beſeech you, not only for my ſake, — 


* 
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for the Lord's ſake, and for your ſoul's ſake, that 
you go not one day longer in your preſent condi- 
tion; but look about you, and cry to God for con- 
verting grace, that you may eſcape the plagues 
| which are before you, Deny me any thing that 
| ever I ſhall aſk you for myſelf, if you will but grant 
| me this. Nay, as ever you will do any thing at 
the requeſt of the Lord that made you and redeemed 
you, deny him not this: for if you deny him this, 
e cares for nothing that you ſhall grant him. As 
ever you would have him hear your prayers, and 
grant your requeſts, and bleſs you at the hour of 
death, and day of judgment, deny not his requeſt 
now in the day of your proſperity. O believe it, 
death and judgment, and heaven and hell, are 
other matters when you come near them, than they 
ſeem afar off. | 
Well, I hope that ſome of you are by this time 
purpoſing to turn and live; and that you are ready 
to aſk me, as the Jews did Peter, when they were 
pricked in their hearts, What hall we do? How may 
we come to be truly converted? We are willing, if we 
did but know our duly. God forbid that we ſhould 
chuſe deſtruction, by refuſmg converfion, as hitherto we 
ve done, | | 
If theſe be the purpoſes of your hearts, I fay of 
you as God did of a promiſing people, Deut. v. 28, | 
29, They have well ſaid, all that they have ſpoken. O | 
* that there were ſuch a heart in them, that they wauld | 
Fear me, and keep all my commandments always ! Your | 
purpoſes are good: O that there were but a heart 
In you to perform theſe purpoſes! And, in hope 
hereof, I ſhall gladly give you direction what to 
do: and that but briefly, that you may the eaſier 
remember it for your practice. 
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ſtate to be reſted in. You are under the 
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DIRECTION L 


F you would be converted and ſaved, labour to 
underſtand the neceſſity and nature of converſion, 


Conſider what a lamentable condition you are 
in till your converſion, that you may ſee it is not a. 
uilt of. 

all the ſins that ever you committed; . under 
the wrath of God, and the curſe of his law: you 
are bond - laves to the devil, and daily employed in 


his work, againſt the Lord, yourſelves, and others: 


ou are ſpiritually dead, as being void of the holy 
life, and nature, and image of the Lord. You are 
unfit for any holy work, and do nothing that is 
truly pleaſing to God. You are without any pro- 
miſe or aſſurance of his protection, and hve in con- 
tinual danger of his juſtice, not knowing what hour 
you may be ſnatched away to hell: and moſt certain 
to be damned, if you die in that condition, And 
nothing ſhort of converſion can prevent it. Whats 
ever amendments are ſhort of true converſion, will 
never procure the ſaving of your ſouls, Keep the 
true ſenſe of this natural miſery, and of the neceſ- 
fity of converſion on your hearts, And then you 
muſt underſtand what it is to be converted: it is 
to have a new heart, or diſpoſition, and a new 
converſion, 
Queſt, 1. For what muſt we turn ? 5 
Anſw, For theſe ends following, which you may 
attain : you ſhall hereby be made living members 
of Chriſt, and have an intereſt in him, and be re- 
newed after the image of God, quickened with a 
new and heavenly life, and ſaved from the tyranny 
of Satan, and the dominion of fin, and be juſtified 
from the curle of the law, and have the pardon of 
all the fins of your whole lives, and be accepted 
of God, and made his ſons, and have liberty with 
boldneſs to call him Father, and go to him by prayer 


In 
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in all your wants, with a promiſe of acceptance 3 


you ſhall have the Holy Ghoſt to dwell in you, to 


ſanctify and guide you: you ſhall have part in the 
communion, and prayers of the ſaints : you ſhall be 
. Mted for God's ſervice; and ſhall have the promiſe 
of this life, and that which 1s to come. 

And, at death, your ſouls ſhall go to Chriſt ; and 
at the day of judgment both ſoul and body ſhall be 
juſtiſied and glorified, and enter into your Maſter's 

oy. on” 
. An this the pooreſt beggar of you that is con- 
verted, ſhall certainly and endleſsly enjoy, 
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DIRECTION II. 


1 F you will be converted and ſaved, be much in 
ſecret, ſerious conſideration. Inconſiderateneſs un- 
does the world. ithdraw yourſelves often into 
ſecreſy, and meditate on the end for which you 
were made; on the life you have lived; the time you 
have loſt, the fans you have committed; on the love, 
And ſufferings and fulneſs of Chriſt: on the danger 
you are in; on the nearneſs of death and judgment; 
and on the certainty and excellency of the joys of 
heaven; and on the certainty and terror of the tor- 
ments of hell, and eternity of both; and on the 
neceſſity of converhon and a holy life, 
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DIRECTION III. 


IF you will be converted and ſaved, attend upon 

the word of God, which is the ordinary means. 
Read the Scripture, or hear it read, and other holy 
writings, which do apply it, conſtantly ; and at- 
tend on the public preaching of the word, As 
God will lighten the world by the ſun, and not by 
himſelf alone without it: ſo will he convert and 
fave men by his miniſters, Who are the lights of 
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the world. When he has miraculouſly humbled 
Paul, he ſends Ananias to him, Acts ix. 10; and 
when he has ſent an angel to Cornelius, it is but to 
bid him ſend for Peter, who muſt tell him what he 
is to believe and do, | . 


* 
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DIRECTION Iv. 


Etake yourſelves to God in a courſe of earneſt, 

conſtant prayer. Confeſs and lament your 
former lives, and beg his grace to illuminate and 
convert you. Beſeech him to pardon what is paſt, 
and to give you his Spirit, and change your hearts 


B 


and lives, and lead you in his ways, and ſave you 


from temptation. And ply his work daily, and 
be not weary of it. 
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DIRECTION V, 


Reſently give over Jour known and wilful 
\ fins. Ma e a ſtand, -and go that way no far- 


ther. Be drunk no more: but avoid the place 


and occaſion of it. Caſt away your luſts and ſin- 
ful pleaſures with deteſtation, Curſe and {wear 
and rail no more: and if you have wronged any, 
reſtore as Zacheus did. If you will commit again 
your old fins, what bleſſing can you expect on the 
means for converſion? ba 2” 
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DIRECTION VI. 


Packets; if poſlible, change your company. 


Not by forſaking your neceſſary relations, but 
your unneceſſary ſinful companions; and join 


vourſelves with thoſe that fear the Lord. 
G- DIREC | 
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DIRECTION: VII. 


D Eliver up yourſelves to the Lord Jeſus as the 
phyſician of your ſouls, that he may pardon 
ou by his blood, and ſanctify you by his Spirit, 
by his Word and Miniſters, the inſtruments of his 
Spirit. He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life; 
there is no coming to the Father but. by him, John 
xiv, 6. Nor is there anyother name under heaven, 
by, which you can be ſaved, Acts iv. 12, Study 
therefore his perſon and nature, and what he has 
done and ſuffered ſor you, and what he is to you; 
and what he will be: and how he is fitted to the 
full ſupply of all your neceſſities. 
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DIRECTION VIII. 


F you mean, indeed, to turn and live, do it without 
1 delay. If you be not willing to turn to-day, you 
are not willing to do it at all, Remember you are 
all this while in your blood; under the guilt of 
many thouſand fins, and under God's wrath, and 
you ſtand at the very brink of hell; there is but a 
ſtep between you and death. And this is not a 
cale for a man to be quiet in, Up therefore pre- 
jently, and fly for your lives; as you would be 
gone out of your houſe, if it were all on fire over 
your head, O, if you did but know what danger 
you live in, and what daily unſpeakable loſs you 
do ſuſtain, and what a ſafer and ſweeter life you 
might live, you would not ſtand trifling, but pre- 
{ently turn. Multitudes miſcarry who wilfully- 
delay, when they ate convinced that it muſt be 
done. Your lives are ſhort and uncertain; and 
what a caſe are you in, if you die before you 
thoroughly turn? You have ſtaid too long already; 
and wronged God too long; ſin gets ſtrength and 
rooting, while you delay, Your converſion will 
grow more hard and doubtful, Vou * | 
E . * ö ©, 
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40, and therefore put not all off to the laſt, leſt Cod 


forſake you, and give you up to yourſelves, and 
then you are undone for ever, | 
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„ — — 
— 


DIRECTION IX. 


F you will turn and live, do it unrefervedly, abs 

ſolutely, and univerſally, Think not to capitulate 
with Chriſt, and divide your heatt betwixt him 
and the world; and to part, with ſome fins, and 
keep the reſt. This is but ſelf-deluding; you 
muſt forſake all you have, or elfe you cannot be 
his diſciples, Luke xiv. 26. 33. If you will not 
take God and heaven for your portion, and lay all 
below at the feet of Chriſt, but muſt needs alſo 
have your good things here, and have an earthly 


portion, and God and glory is not enough for you; 


it is in vain to dream of ſalvation on theſe terms: 
for it will not be. If you ſeem ever ſo religious, if 
yet it be but outſide righteouſneſs, this is as certain 
a way to death, as open profaneneſs, though it be 
plauſible. N 1 | 
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DIRECTION X. 


F you will turn and live, do it refolvedly, and 
ſand not Rill deliberating, as if it were a doubt- 
ful cafe, Stand not wavering, as if you were yet 
uncertain, whether God or the fleſh be the better 
maſter; or whether heaven or hell be the better 
end: or whether ſin or holineſs be the better way. 
But away with your former luſts, and preſently, 
habitually, fixedly reſolve: be not one day of dne 
mind, and the next of another, but be at a point 
with all the world, and reſolvedly give up your- 
ſelves and all you have, to God. Now, while you 


, 


are reading or hearing this, reſolve, Before you 


fleep another night, reſolve. Before you ſtir from 
the place, reſolve, Before Satan have time to take 
| you 
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400 reſolve; and that with a firm, and unchange- 
2 able Reſolution, -. | | 


And now I have done my part in this work, 
that you may turn at the call of God, and live. 
What will become of it, I cannot tell. I have caſt 
the feed at God's command: but it is not in my 
power to give the increaſe, I can go no farther 
with my mg I cannot bring it to your heart, 
or make it work: I cannot do your parts for you, to 
| entertain it, I cannot do Gad's part by openi 
= . our heart to cauſe you to entertain it: nor can 1 
= Hine you heaven or hell to your eye-ſight, nor 
ive you new and tender hearts. 4; 


But, O thou that art the gracious Father of 

Spirits, thou haſt ſworn thou delighteſt not in the 

death of the wicked, but rather that they turn and 
mie; deny not thy bleſſing to theſe perſuaſions 
and directions, and ſuffer not thine enemies to 

* triumph in thy fight, and the great Deceiver of 

—_ to prevail againſt thy Son, thy Spirit, and thy 

Word. O pity poor, unconverted ſinners, that 
have no hearts to pity or heip themfetves: com- 
mand the blind to ſee, the deaf to hear, and the 
= dead to live, and let not fin and death be able to 
| refit thee. Awake the ſecure : reſolve the unre- 
folved; confirm the wavering; and let the eyes of 
Knners-that read theſe lines, be next employed in 

weeping over their {ins ; and bring them to them- 

ſelves, and to thy Son, before their fin have 

brought them to perdition. If thou ſay but the 

_ theſe: poor endeavours ſhall proſper to the 

winning of many a ſoul to their everlaſting Joy, 
en Amen. | - 7 
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